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A note from the Editor...
• Tidy Randalstown
• School News

• Train Your Brain
• Community News & Events
• ARCHES News
• Community Shed
• Festival 2019 Preview

“In the spring, I have counted 136 different kinds of weather inside of 24 hours.”
— Mark Twain
As I write this, it is the middle of February and the snow has disappeared (for now)
though it is still bitterly cold outside! Christmas and the New Year seem like a lifetime
ago now. We have said goodbye to a great 2018 and a warm hello to a hopefully even
better 2019. We are looking forward to warmer days, longer evenings and have great
excitement to see what 2019 has to offer us.
As with every Spring, many courses have started up again and we still have some
courses scheduled for later in Spring, such as:- Family History; Digital Photography;
Android Tablet for Beginners plus Computers for Beginners and our popular Wine
Appreciation has been extended for a further two sessions. As always, we facilitate on
an ongoing basis:- Food Hygiene, First Aid and Paediatric First Aid. More details later in
Arches Outlook.

• Festival 2019

• Training Courses
• Community News & Events
• ASD Group

In the Arches office, we are already working on the Randalstown Arches Community
Festival 2019 which will run from Friday, 14th June to Saturday, 23rd June.
As always, we are looking for help in the form of volunteers and if you have any spare
time to give a helping hand, we would be delighted to hear from you. A sneak peek can
be seen inside!
To keep up-to-date and find out more about our training courses, events in ARCHES or
in Randalstown, the community festival, ARCHES work or to submit an article to our
newsletter, pop in and visit us in ARCHES office!

Randalstown Christmas Lights 2018
You can check out the video of the fun and films from our other events on our YouTube channel
Just search “Randalstown Arches”!

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Antrim Citizens Advice Bureau holds an outreach session in ARCHES Community Hall.
You can get free and confidential advice on a wide range of issues including:Welfare Benefits, Money and Debt problems, Tax and Housing, among others.
CAB advice is available from 1:30pm to 4:30pm every Monday (exc. Bank Holidays)
No appointment necessary, just take a seat and wait your turn.
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TIDY RANDALSTOWN LOOKS AHEAD
Whilst it was wonderful to meet together for our Friends of Tidy Randalstown evening early in the year (and to
be encouraged by The Deputy Mayor, Cllr John Smyth for the efforts made by the whole community here in
Randalstown in 2018) we cannot be complacent as huge challenges lie ahead for us all, yet again, this year.
On almost any day, at any time from 1st May to mid September there could be judges in our midst making
decisions based on perhaps just one visit.
All of Randalstown has the honour of being in:
•
The final of Best Kept Ireland in May
•
The Best Kept Small Town Competition (June to September)
•
Ulster in Bloom Competition (July to September)
•
Britain in Bloom (week beginning 5th August)
Of course we are all very proud of what we as a town have achieved -and have become- and this community
spirit and the participation which exists are our strengths. Tidy Randalstown is really hoping that everyone will
feel that they have a specific part to play in keeping Randalstown looking its best. Every little detail of interest
and care which you can invest in your town will pay dividends. We, as a group of volunteers, will work alongside
you - trying to plant for Spring and Summer and (amongst many other things) to get our new projects
completed. These are •
The Community Kitchen Garden Project (at the New St end of the Viaduct)
-sponsored by Live Here Love Here
•
The Maine Brook Rejuvenation (from the River Path by The Burn up to Neillsbrook Road)
- sponsored by The Enkalon Foundation
•
Discovering Peace through Reflection and Connectivity (based at The Burn opposite the Health Centre)
- funded by the Peace IV Community Capacity Building Programme through ANBC

Look out for the work on the projects as they progress. Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council have done
a lot of the heavy work on these and we are doing much sustainable planting and -equally importantly- working
along with residents, groups and local schools to build a sustainable future for all generations within the town.
Meantime, enjoy the Spring and if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Tidy Randalstown.
Thanks for your interest and support.
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.Mount St. Michael’s Primary School

Maine Integrated Primary School

At this point in the year the school is a buzz with all sorts of
poetry as over 120 children participate in Ballymena Speech and
Drama Festival. We wish all the boys and girls the best of luck
and hope they enjoy the experience.

Congratulations Deirdre!!!
A huge congratulations to our
founding Chairperson Deirdre
Houston who was recently
awarded an O.B.E. for services
to Integrated Education in the
New Year’s Honours list. This is
well deserved recognition for
the hard work and commitment
shown by Deirdre to establish
the first integrated school in
Randalstown 15 years ago.
Deirdre still serves on the school’s Board of Governors and is
looking forward to going to Buckingham Palace in March to
receive her award.

We would also congratulate the children
from our P7 classes who were confirmed
on Tuesday 29th January.
Congratulations also to our Indoor Hurling
team who won the recent indoor blitz
held in the Antrim Forum.
Our After Schools programme
continues with Guitar, Soccer,
Eco Schools, running club and
Gaelic; this is supplemented by
our inclusion in some fantastic
programmes in St Benedict’s
College, Uplift, a dance drama
programme, Coding Club and parent and
child Pottery classes.

Nick Sharratt Visits our School
World famous author and illustrator Nick Sharratt flew in from
England to visit the school recently. He kindly took the time to
do workshops on drawing
and writing with each class
and the children thoroughly
enjoyed learning from a man
who has sold millions of
books worldwide.

This half term has also seen our PTA and
staff work closely with colleagues in
Randalstown Central to organise the Randal
Run, which was held in the grounds of
Shane’s Castle on 9th February and follows
on from the strong ties that have developed
between the schools as a result of their
Shared Education programme. Many thanks
to all who organised and participated.

New Outdoor Play Area
The school was delighted to
receive £10,000 funding for a
new outdoor play and learning
area at the school. It is hoped
that the work will be completed
in time for the summer term so
the children will be able to
benefit from this fantastic new
facility.

Mount St. Michael’s and Central PS
councils working on a values
statement for the partnership

15th Anniversary

P1 visit from an EasyJet pilot!
th

This year the school is celebrating its 15 anniversary and the
Friends of Maine will be holding a barbeque at the school on
Friday 10th May to help us celebrate this milestone. Everyone in
the community is welcome to come along and join the
celebrations.

School choir who sang at the
nursing homes before
Christmas
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St. Benedict's College

Tannaghmore Primary School

On Wednesday 30th January,
St Benedict’s held a
celebration dinner to mark
their Senior Footballers’
remarkable victory in the U16
Ulster Corn Cuchullain
Championship. Special Guest
on the night was Tyrone
Footballer and current GAA All Star, Padraig Hampsey who then
engaged in a Q and A
session hosted by
St Benedict’s coach and
Tyrone star
Kieran McGeary.
The players were then
presented with their
medals, a commemorative framed
photo and an embroidered jersey
to ensure their achievement will
live long in their memory.
Congratulations to all the boys on
their fantastic achievement.

The children from
Tannaghmore Primary School
displayed their acting, musical
and linguistic talents at
Christmas when they
performed the plays, ‘Rugadh
i Stabla’ and ‘Santa Goes to Ballytoy.’ The concerts were
thoroughly enjoyed by all.
The Tannaghmore Primary
School Breakfast Club
commenced, October 2018.
The children enjoy a delicious
breakfast followed by
activities under the watchful eye of our wonderful Mrs
McCullough.
In January we were joined by Creavery Primary School for an
exciting workshop led by Drumlin Wind Energy. The children
enjoyed making their own Wind Turbines.

Tidy Randalstown welcomed St Benedict’s College to a special
reception for supporters who have worked with the group over
the last year. Deputy Mayor, Alderman John Smyth paid tribute
to all the volunteers and praised them for their ongoing work on
various projects around the town. He also highlighted how the
town’s people, including our Eco Club, are so willing to give of
their time and effort and how
much appreciated this

Tannaghmore Primary School had a wonderful Grandparents
Morning on the feast of St. Brigid. We were privileged to have
one of our grandparents, Malachy Duffin, perform a hymn
which he had written in honour of St. Brigid. The hymn,
‘A Mhuire na nGael,’ was performed beautifully along with our
children singing in the chorus.

generosity is.
We also ran a coffee morning in aid of Trócaire at which we
were privileged to have a guest

On the 30th January, our Year 9
students had great fun meeting
and working with pupils from
Antrim Grammar and Parkhall
Integrated College as part of their Shared Education Signature
Project. A huge thank you to all who participated and to our
Year 12 mentors who helped staff

speaker to tell us about their work.
We are immensely proud of our
children who raised £320 at the coffee
morning. The St. Brigid Cross and Soda Bread Workshops were
also great fun. Thank you to all our parents and friends for their
great support.

manage the groups and ensured the
day was a great success.

Tannaghmore Primary School is working with the Arts Council
on a project called ‘Love Living Here.’ We will be looking

On Friday 1st February as part of

forward to viewing our beautiful mosaic work, when finished.

Catholic School Week, Trocaire visited
to launch their annual Lenten

Everyone is invited to our delicious Big Breakfast Fundraiser
which will be held at The Ramble Inn on Saturday, 9th March
2019 and thank you to The Theatre at the Mill who have invited
us to perform at the Seachtain na Gaeilge event on the 26th
March 2019. Our talented children will be looking forward to
the delightful event.

campaign. Clare from Trocaire addressed our Year 8 students at
Assembly. She outlined their aim and shared many success
stories about the people Trocaire support and highlighted their
dignity, bravery and resilience.
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Creggan Primary School

Groggan Primary School

Creggan Primary School has been a very busy place since
returning to school after Christmas. Here are some of the things
our pupils have been getting up to.

Groggan PS have been very busy this term - the school has been
a hive of activity with new learning experiences for the children.
They welcomed Chris from
Teaching Cave, who has been
teaching Coding to the children
after school. Coaching 4 Christ
have been taking Football with
Primary 6 and 7 and this term, they were delighted that the Irish
Football Association funded Female Football sessions for the
girls with a qualified coach – we definitely have some real soccer
stars in the making.

Catholic Schools Week
We celebrated Catholic Schools Week with daily lessons focusing
on the theme of the day. We had a special assembly about St.
Brigid presented by our Primary 1 and 2 children to mark St.
Brigid’s Day. Our Grandparents were entertained with lots of
fantastic traditional singing and dancing on Grandparents Day.
The pupils brought in rushes and made lots of beautiful
St Brigids crosses that they proudly took home to put up in their
houses.

In January, they welcomed
representatives from Ulster and Danske
Banks, who took sessions on Financial
Capability with the pupils during Money
Week. The children love learning from
visitors and finding out about the ‘real’
world.

Our New School Sports Kit
Thank you to our six very
generous benefactors who
sponsored our new school
sports kits. Meraki
Creggan, McLernon’s
Poultry, Totten Electrical, McGale Dental, Premier Finish,
Leighmore House Hotel.

Primary 5 pupils are taking part in a
funded Art project ‘Live Love Here’ from
Antrim and Newtownabbey Council. The
children are working with the artists
Helen and Amanda to create a
stimulating outdoor Art piece to reflect
what they love about where they live.

Internet Safety Day
We recognised Internet
Safety Day on Tuesday 5th of
February.
Our
pupils
watched lots of informative
videos and designed some
fabulous posters to
highlight the importance of staying safe when using the internet.

Some of the older pupils took part in a
Hockey Tournament at Antrim Forum.
They may not have won, but they played
really well and most of all enjoyed their
afternoon of sport.

Shared Education With Creavery Primary School
Our pupils have been having lots
of fun with their new friends.
P.1, P.2 and P.3 were planting
beans in the poly tunnel at
Creavery. P.4 and P.5 went on a
trip to the Titanic Quarter. P.6
and P.7 had lots of fun at Antrim
Forum bowling and playing
badminton.

Primary 1 have been having lots of fun
learning new things, they had a
number of secret visitors who dropped
in to read to them during National
Storybook Week, Rev Sloan was very
excited to read Paddington to them,
which was his favourite book as a child.

Our Annual Jumble Sale
Our children had lots of fun shopping for toys and presents for
their families at our recent Jumble Sale. We raised lots of funds
for our school and P.7 children did a fantastic job of organising
this.

Primary 2/3 have been finding out all
about their wonderful bodies. They are
using an amazing App on the iPad which
can show what your heart looks like and
how it reacts to exercise.

Up and Coming Events
S.W Antrim Quiz on Thursday 7th March
St Patrick’s Day disco Wednesday 13th March@ 7pm
P.3 First Confessions on Tuesday 2nd April @ 6pm.
Friends of Creggan 5km and 10km race/walk @ Shanes Castle
Saturday 13th April
Easter Craft Day Wednesday 17th April

Primary 5/6 have been Scientists and
enjoyed making electric circuits. Primary
6/7 have been investigating Bridges and
had a super day at our Shared Education
partner school, Millquarter Primary
where they all worked together on a very
successful STEM project with Sentinus.
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Duneane Primary School

Randalstown Central Primary School

Everyone at Duneane has had a very busy few months since
returning to school after Christmas. The younger children are
enjoying their weekly Tracksuit Bottom Tuesday and have been
outside whatever the weather!

Shared Education – Joint PTA Event - ‘Randal Run’
Shared Education programme is
continuing with Mount St Michael’s PS.
The PTA’s from both schools organised a
‘Randal Run’ for serious runners and a
sponsored walk for the pupils and
parents of both schools on Saturday 9th
February 2019. Thanks to the PTA’s for
organising this and to Shane O’Neill who allowed the run and walk
to take place in Shane’s Castle.

They have been working hard to support their chosen charity -The
Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children, for this school year. The
children have devised their own charity action plan. Events to date
have included a new monthly tuck shop, a Fun Day in a Onesie and
our charity coffee morning. We are looking forward to our Break
The Rules Day!
The School has been selected to work in
partnership with the Nerve Centre this year
and the children will be developing their skills
in coding, programming and robotics. The
children were all involved in the EU Coding Day
and loved working with the MAC computers.

Credit Union Quiz
The P7 team won the local section of the Credit
Union Quiz in Antrim in late January and now
move on to the regional section to be held in
Ballymena in March.

Another project which the whole school
has recently embarked on is ‘Love, Living,
Here’ when the children are given the
opportunity to work with a range of local
artists. We can’t wait to see the large
piece of art which will be produced,
incorporating all the children’s work.

My Son Pinocchio Jr – School Concert
The school was successful in obtaining the
rights to perform the show ‘My Son
Pinocchio Jr’, from Music Theatre
International (Europe), on 25th & 26th
March 2019 in the school. They are looking
forward to staging the famous production
which includes the songs ‘I’ve Got No
Strings’ and ‘When You Wish Upon A Star’.

Current shared lessons are focusing on Creativity and Poetry and
the children meet with Moneynick on a weekly basis. The older
children enjoyed a wonderful day at the Arenacross. They are also
preparing for our joint choir entry for the Ballyclare Festival.
Other highlights this term have included
working with the Ulster Scots to
produce dramatic plays, lessons from
Burns Skills School, Heart Start Week and
the continuation of the PATHs programme
to help raise pupils’ confidence and
self-esteem. They have been recently
named a ‘Safe Place’ and shared a range of pledges during Safer
Internet Day. The Breakfast Club continues to grow in popularity
with lots of children attending and joining us at 8am each day.

Clubs
This year the pupils are thoroughly enjoying
the wide range of afterschool Clubs on offer
in the school. This term they have added
Dance and Tennis to our already busy list of
clubs, that include Football, Hockey, Good
News, Cookery, and Art.

Little Adventurers’ Club is the new monthly preschool group for
local children and their carers.
Dates and themes for the upcoming months are:
Wednesday 20th March: Down at the Bottom of the Garden
Wednesday 10th April: Fairy-tale Land
Wednesday 15th May: The Circus
Wednesday 19th June: The Seaside

Coding Club – Hive Hackers
This term, our Primary Five class are
learning how to ‘Code’, provided through
Price Waterhouse Coopers (PWC). We are
delighted to take part in this initiative and
for the children to further develop their computer coding skills.

We have a range of activities and events planned for the rest of the
term including our presentation at the Nerve Showcase Event,
Reading Week, our Rights Respecting School Silver Level Assessment
and Maths Week. Our pupils will be competing in the Mid Ulster
Swimming Gala, The Knex Challenge and the Eason Spelling Bee.

Primary Seven Residential Trip
The Primary Seven Class are going to Greenhill
YMCA in Newcastle (Co Down) at the start of
April for their residential trip. They are looking
forward to their three-day trip to this very well
-known outward bound centre.

7

1

2

3

4

5

9

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1
5
9
10
12
13
15
19
23
25
28
29
30
31

Across
Small sweet or lozenge (8)
A dose of medicine (6)
Breakfast Oats (8)
Swelling on the foot (6)
See at a distance (4)
Legal Adviser (10)
Try nite singer (anagram) (8,5)
Famous rubbers on wheels (8,5)
Makers of jet engines (5,5)
Notion (4)
Six and Six (6)
Hikers backpack (8)
Wit or sarcasm (6)
UK Country (8)

Crossword created by J Hamill
Down
1
2
3
4
6
7
8
11
14
15
16
17

Hot Condiment (6)
Sweet sticky substance (5)
Curved bill wading bird (4)
Breed of domestic hen (7)
Dwelling place (5)
Old British coins (8)
Legislative body in USA (8)
Use needles and wool (4)
…. Sampras- - - tennis man (4)
Eminent/remarkable (9)
Atom/molecule (3)
…. McIlroy- - - golfer (4)

Dingbats by quizmasters.biz

18
20
21
22
24
26
27

Middle East airline (8)
Fe… (4)
Short for technology (7)
Left the vehicle safe (7)
Disconnect/cut off (5)
Former Princess of Wales (5)
Discern/place (4)
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Community News

Community News

Central PS—’My Son Pinocchio Jr’
The school was successful in obtaining
the rights to perform the show ‘My Son
Pinocchio Jr’ on 25th & 26th March 2019
in the school. They are looking forward
to staging the famous production which
includes the songs ‘I’ve Got No Strings’
and ‘When You Wish Upon A Star’.

Randalstown Ladies Hockey Club
Randalstown Hockey Club has
enjoyed some recent successes
with both their U15 and U18 teams
winning the Ulster Hockey Youth
Indoor Plate Series sponsored by
BDONI held at Antrim Forum at
the beginning of January.
On Sunday 24 February Randalstown are hosting the U11 and U13
tournament at Ballymena Academy.

‘Well Hello’ - Monday Club Christmas Dinner
Randalstown Arches’
‘Well Hello’ -Monday Club
went to have their
Christmas Dinner in Moe’s
Grill, Antrim. They had a
wonderful time.
A big thank you to Moe’s
Grill who provided the
meal for free!

Meanwhile training for everyone continues at Antrim forum.
Mondays 6-7pm- U13s, U15s
Mondays 7-8.30pm Seniors (over 15s)
Wednesday 8-9pm Seniors
Fridays 5-6pm U11s
Kickhams Creggan GAC
Congratulations and good luck to
Kickhams Creggan’s Conor McCann
who will captain the Antrim Senior
Hurlers for the 2019 Allianz National
Hurling League.

Ardán Theatre Group—Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs

Ardán Theatre Group will run their Spring
show—Snow White on Friday 1st-Sunday
3rd March in St MacNissi’s Parish Centre.
Booking is available on 028 9447 2853

Tir Na Nog GAC
It has been very busy around Tir Na
Nog recently as they celebrate their
centenary year.
There have been various events
including a centenary exhibition
which will be on display all year, St
Brigid Cross making and a night
with Patsy O’Hagan!

Randalstown Rugby Club
The club will host a cocktail evening
on Saturday 2nd March with all
donations going towards Northern
Ireland Hospice.

A huge congratulations goes out to
All Ireland Scór na nÓg Champion—
Katie Bonnes!

Well done to Adrian McLaughlin for
his incredible achievement climbing
Kilimanjaro
and
working
with Tanzania Rugby Development. As
you can see form the picture it is great to see RRC’s jerseys being
put to such great use! This is a fantastic programme that does
incredible work creating playing opportunities in Tanzania.

They now look forward to their next celebration event which is their
Gala Dinner on the 7th June in the Tullyglass Hotel. Tickets and
tables are now available to book through:
Seamus Heffron: - 077 1059 6552
Caoimhin Duffin: - 07749966162

Randalstown Young Farmers Club
The upcoming year (2019/2020) is Randalstown YFCs 60th anniversary! They are hoping to make their Diamond Year one to remember, with various events throughout the year.

The Whistlin’ Donkeys will play at Tir Na Nog festival on 25th August
and tickets are on sale now.

They will be holding their 60th Anniversary Dinner at The Wild Duck
Inn on Friday 1st November 2019, and would like to extend a warm
invitation to past and present members and friends.
If anyone has any old PRO books, newspaper clippings or photos, or
know anybody who may have any memorabilia, get in contact via
messaging the club on Facebook or contacting a committee
member.
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Randalstown ARCHES Association awarded funding from
St Anne’s Cathedral – Black Santa Sit Out Appeal
The annual Black Santa Sit-out for charities, founded by Dean Sammy Crooks in 1976, takes place on the steps of St Anne's in the
weeks before Christmas. Current Dean, the Very Rev Stephen Forde, completed his first Black Santa sit-out on the steps of the
Cathedral on Christmas Eve 2018, having started on December 17th.
Funds raised are distributed to local charities, with a small portion going to overseas charities. Funds were awarded to charities
at the Good Samaritans Service on February 3 rd, 2019. George Graham OBE, Chairman for Randalstown ARCHES Association and
Ergnat McLaughlin Caretaker for Randalstown ARCHES Association attended the service and were presented with a cheque for
£550.00.
The money will go towards the Well Hello – Monday over 50’s Club. The seniors’ wellbeing project was initiated to encourage
the community to play a pro-active role in getting people together and reducing social isolation amongst those at risk, focusing
on older people and to encourage healthier lifestyle choices. The aim of the project is to encourage participation, motivating
people to not only get out and about but also participate when they
Meet with the group in a range of educational and social activities
geared towards tackling issues facing over 50’s, and social isolation in
the community.
Some of the activities the group have undertaken in the past year have
included healthy eating sessions, relaxation/yoga, armchair aerobics,
art therapy, consumer advice, health checks, cancer focus talks and
field trips to explore the cultures of the greater community.
Randalstown ARCHES Association would like to thank all those who
donated during the Black Santa – Sit Out appeal in December and the
Dean of St Anne’s Cathedral, the Very Rev Stephen Forde for his efforts
to help as many charities as possible.

UPCOMING COURSES AT RANDALSTOWN ARCHES

To book a place on a class, please get in touch.
E: info@randalstownarches.com
or call us; T: 028 9447 8471
Concession rates may apply, get in contact for more details.
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TIDY RANDALSTOWN

2018 Courses

A small collection of photos from our many classes over the course of 2018:

Randalstown ARCHES Association wins National Lottery support!
Randalstown ARCHES Association are pleased to announce that we have
been awarded a grant of £10,000 from the National Lottery’s Community
Fund. The grant will be used to make essential repairs to the roof space and
crate much needed archive and display spaces.
George Graham OBE, Chairman for Randalstown ARCHES Association,
commented on the project saying “we are greatly indebted to the National
Lottery – Community Fund once again in getting this project started. The National Lottery was instrumental over 25 years ago in
getting Arches House built, so it’s fitting that they can help us out on this occasion to make essential repair works. The legacy the
building is providing for the community is invaluable and we look forward to another 25 years sharing Arches House with the
community. “
Elisha Devlin, Community Development Officer for the Randalstown ARCHES Association, commented on the project saying “we
greatly value the training we have been able to provide for the Randalstown Community over the last 25 years. The activities, courses
and events have provided a means for social interaction, team building and a chance for people to change and to try something new
and different, it is building strength in and for the people who use it. We now look forward to being able to continue this education
and training with the completion of the repair works.”
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Old Bleach Artefacts & Screening Exhibition Launch
We were delighted to have been awarded a Heritage Lottery grant of £8,900 in late
2018 for an exciting heritage project, Sharing Heritage Re-Think – an educational
project and exhibition on the history of linen and flax in Randalstown.
We are excited to now announce the launch of the finished exhibition – Old Bleach
Artefacts & Screening – The exhibition is now open to the public during normal office
hours and will be on display in Randalstown ARCHES Community Hall until 5th March 2019.
The project has been a collaboration between Randalstown ARCHES Association, Mairead McCormack (Artist),
Randalstown Women’s Institute, St Benedicts College, Groggan Primary School, Maine Integrated Primary School,
and Creggan Primary School plus the Randalstown Historical Society.

MARIE CURIE HELPER SERVICE
The Marie Curie Helper Service recruits and trains volunteers to offer a range of
support services to people who are suffering from a terminal illness.
Volunteers are trained to deliver the following types of support:
•
•
•
•
•

Companionship and emotional support;
Practical help;
A break for families and carers;
Information on other support;
Support after bereavement.

If you would like to volunteer to become a Marie Curie helper or to access support
from Marie Curie contact them as follows:Tel: 0800 304 7404

Email: nihelper@mariecurie.org.uk

We would like to remind all local community groups that they can promote and publicise their activities
in this newsletter, which is distributed to over 3,500 households in the area.
Contact Arches office:
T: 028 9447 8471
E: info@randalstownarches.com
Or call into the office
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Randalstown Community Shed

Since we last wrote about Randalstown Community Shed they’ve secured premises
behind the OC Church but the area required a lot of TLC and dedication before it
was prepared for use.
At the time of writing Randalstown Community Shed is now open. Randalstown
Community Shed is essentially a larger version of a shed you may have in your
garden, where people can feel at home, socialize, laugh and focus on practical
interests whilst remaining active. It is a place for people to form groups and work on
projects of their choice at whatever pace they feel, a place to both obtain and pass
on skills and craftsmanship between you and your peers and most importantly, it is
a safe friendly and inclusive place.
Whilst progress towards the restoration of the premises is ongoing at a good pace, the committee is far from finished with
Randalstown Community Shed. They have recently installed windows and painted walls, with more improvements to come.
The Committee are appealing to the local community requesting that they donate old unused tools of any condition by
dropping them of at the Shed during opening hours or at Arches House so that their members can begin creating things with
their own hands and work on projects, Randalstown Community Shed can also alternatively arrange pick up for tools should
you wish to do so.

Randalstown Community Shed has recently been in
association with local companies. Community Ambassadors
from Tesco's and Asda have brought donations, including
vouchers, a toaster and a supply of food, tea and coffee to
the men. Another Men’s Shed has also made a donation,
The Portglenone Men’s Shed have shown their support by
sending a circular saw, pillar drill and other tools that the
men can use to help with creating their own projects.

The Shed has recently started offering its members Lathe Training to allow them to start
woodworking for use within their projects. They hope to launch other projects and
activities in the future such as creating a garden in the nearby field.

Randalstown Community Shed is located at
104 Main Street, Randalstown and is open
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10am—1pm.
The Shed is open to all men over 18, and they would be
honoured if you could visit it someday.
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We hope to make this year’s festival just as successful as last year whilst bringing some fresh ideas to events.
Of course, the good old favourites will still be here due to their popularity and success but it goes without saying,
the festival would not be possible without you—our readers, supporters and volunteers!
All suggestions and ideas for new events or improving current events will be most welcome, however, we would
remind you that to make ideas work, often involves additional manpower, so we would be very grateful if you not
only make suggestions but contribute where possible to implement them. Have you collected photos and articles of
festivals and civic week in years gone by; did you take part in fancy dress parades; do you have any funny stories
from past festivals? We would love to have a look at any photos from festivals of years gone by. Please feel free to
call into ARCHES office anytime to share your photos or stories!

Would you like to be involved with a particular event? Perhaps as our festival mascot—Archie the Duck? Stewarding
at the Outdoor Concert; steering crowds and riders at the Slow Bike Ride or marshalling at the Soap Box Derby; –
there is surely something for everyone!

Some festival events included in this years’ programme:
•

Wine & Cheese Evening

•

Festival Gymkhana

•

Dog Show

•

Family Fun Cycle

•

Slow Bike Ride

•

W.I. Floral Art Demonstration

•

Young Farmer’s Tug of War

•

Soap Box Derby

•

Duck Race

•

Festival Ceilí

If you have any suggestions for new events,
would like to be involved in organising or
volunteering with our Community Festival,
please get in touch.
T: 028 9447 8471
E: info@randalstownarches.com
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Festival 2018
Check out some of the fun from last year’s Festival:
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Randalstown ASD Group
Randalstown Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Group is a group dedicated to supporting families and
individuals on the autistic spectrum.
They have been meeting over the past few months and ran a successful coffee morning on Saturday 23rd
February in Arches Hall in order to raise awareness!
The groups aim is to provide a safe place for family and friends of young adults with ASD to come and seek
advice and support. The group is in its early stages of formation but we hope that now the ball is rolling we
will be able to provide more information very shortly on groups location, meeting days etc.
Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for more information.

Group Information
Office Services in Arches
Use of Computer/Internet
B&W Photocopying A4
Colour Photocopying A4
ShreddingA4
Shredding A3
Laminating A4
Laminating A3
Scan & Email

£2/hour
10p/side
50p/side
2p/sheet
5p/sheet
30p/sheet
50p/sheet
50p/5 sheets

Arches also has rooms available to hire
(various sizes & layouts).
Contact Arches Office for more information

Any local community group wishing to promote their
organisation or advertise their events or activities may
place an article in this newsletter or alternatively we can
include information on our social media.
We also have a noticeboard for displaying posters at the
top of ARCHES Lane.

DOG FOULING
Anyone caught not cleaning up
after their dog is liable to a fine of
up to £80. Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council have an
enforcement team who patrol regularly so be sure to pick up after
your dog!

Answers to crossword in Issue 85 December 2018

We would like to issue an apology to Mr RJ Hamill the creator of the crosswords in ARCHES Outlook—due to an editing error
the clues for Issue 85 did not match the grid references.
We also apologise to our readers—we know many of you were scratching your head for days trying to make it work.

Like & Share us on Facebook:
Randalstown Arches Association

Arches House
Arches Lane
38-40 Main Street
Randalstown
BT41 3AB

028 9447 8471

Follow us on Twitter:
@RandalstownArch

www.randalstownarches.com
info@randalstownarches.com

Follow us on Instagram:
Randalstownarches

Part funded by:

