www.randalstownarches.com
info@randalstownarches.com
028 9447 8471
Like & Share us on Facebook:
Randalstown Arches Association
Follow us on Twitter:
@RandalstownArch
Follow us on Instagram:
Randalstownarches

A note from the Editor...
• Christmas Lights Switch On

• Training Courses
• School News
• Community News
• Train Your Brain

• ARCHES 25th Anniversary
• Festival 2020
• Training Courses
• Community News & Events

It’s that time of year again, the days are getting shorter and the brisk chill of
winter is making her presence felt. At ARCHES office, we have been working
as hard as Buddy the Elf along with Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough
Council to plan the annual Christmas Lights switch on. We hope you were all
able to join us for the cold evening with a new set-up in a new location. As I
write this, I am still defrosting! A huge thanks goes out to all the traders who
supported the school colouring competition and Santa’s Grotto gifts through
their adverts which can be seen in the calendar inside. Thank you also to all
the school choirs who came along to sing and to everyone who came out to
volunteer to help us—it simply wouldn't be possible without you all. We personally think it went really well, but maybe we’re biased! Photos from this
event can be seen inside this issue.
Most of our courses have now finished off for winter but they will be back
again in Spring time—keep your eyes peeled for these announcements in
the next issue, our social media and website. Why not make a New Year’s
Resolution to come and learn a new skill? We are always keen to run new
courses so if you have any ideas—please let us know.
As we look towards 2020, it marks 25 years since the beginning of
Randalstown Arches Association. Of course this will call for many bigger and
better celebrations but more about this will be revealed in our Spring 2020
edition!

Now it just remains for all of us here at ARCHES to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous 2020!

Randalstown Christmas Lights 2019
The Christmas Lights celebration was slightly different this year—ran by Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough
Council—with some help from Arches. The main stage this year was located in John Street Car Park which was
compered by Cool FM’s Stewart Robinson and featured Mr. Hullabaloo, the excellent local school choirs, Peter
Corry Productions and Trial Star Motorcycles. From here, a light parade proceeded to Moore’s Lane led by Santa in
his sleigh with The Mayor of Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council—Alderman John Smyth and the colouring competition winners.
When everyone arrived - Santa, The Mayor and the colouring competition winners started the countdown and on
3...2...1….Boom! The lights turned on and a great firework show began! Some great photos from the evening can
be seen below—more can be seen on our social media including a video roundup of the night on our YouTube
page.
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Randalstown Christmas Lights 2019
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Randalstown Christmas Lights 2019
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Mount St. Michael’s Primary School

Maine Integrated Primary School

Mount St. Michael’s have had a very busy first
term in school with lots of exciting events happening. They saw a performance of Snow
White in the gym hall on the 14th of October,
the children really enjoyed this.
The PSNI have been in school giving talks on
Road Safety, Firework Safety and Anti-Bullying.
They dressed up in bright colours on Friday 4th
October for their annual Be Bright Be Seen
Day.
The PTA provided a free Halloween disco on
Friday 25th of October. The children
looked awesome in their costumes.
The P3s had a trip to Springhill and P4s to
Cultra.
They had the fantastic poet and author
Wes Magee in school on the 12th and
13th of November. The children
absolutely loved him.
They’ve had lots of after school
activities happening including Judo,
Running, Bounce and Burn, Dance, Boxing, Guitar, Fresh Little
Minds and P7 club.
Their shared education programme with
Randalstown Central P.S. is continuing to
be action packed with all year groups from
Nursery to P5 currently involved.
The PTA held a brilliant Family Quiz night in
the parish centre, the highlight of the night was the teachers
versus students round.
The PTA have provided £17,000 to help towards the purchase of
8 interactive smartboards. CX.F. wind, a local business with
links to the school donated £1,800 towards the purchase of
these as well. The school is deeply grateful for this support and
the children are delighted with the
new boards.
The P1 and P2 children will present
their Christmas plays on Sunday 15th
December.
All the children will attend Jack and
the Beanstalk on the 16th and 17th of
December.
The Christmas Carol Service will be
held in the Church on Wednesday 18th
December at 7pm.
All welcome to these events.
Open Morning in the primary school and Nursery Unit will be
held on Thursday 16 January 2020 at 10am.

Members of Maine IPS Eco
committee enjoyed working with
Suzanne from Tidy Randalstown to
plant tulips at the school.

Thanks to Daniel Nolan from
County Antrim Judo who
demonstrated numerous
judo ‘moves’ with all the
children at Maine.

Thanks to all the
volunteers in the Friends
of Maine who came in
over the summer and
during September to help
set up the new, improved
school library.

New Modular Buildings at Maine IPS
We are happy to report that funding of up to £358k was approved by the Department of Education in October 2019 to replace the P1, P2 and P4 mobiles at the front of the school. The
current plan is for these mobiles to be replaced over the summer holidays in August 2020 (subject to works tender approval)
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Duneane & Moneynick—Partners in Learning

Tannaghmore Primary School

It has been a busy start to the 2019-2020 school year in Duneane
and Moneynick: Partners in Learning.

In September
Tannaghmore Primary
School had a
wonderful day at W5
where they
‘discovered’ and ‘invented’ focussing on ‘fossils’ and ‘light’.
What a marvellous experience! The children enjoyed creating
beautiful ‘follow-up’ art work under the guidance of our visiting
artist, Angela.

They held joint Child Protection staff training in August and then
commenced their shared lessons soon after. Their shared
lessons are held on Mondays and Tuesdays in both Duneane and
Moneynick Primary Schools. P2 -7 pupils were involved and this
term their lessons were on Mutual Understanding. They
welcomed the new Principal of Moneynick, Mrs. Fiona
McConway to their Partnership and they are looking forward to
working together.

The children from Tannaghmore Primary School proudly
displayed their talents in music, song and dance when they
recently performed for the shoppers at Lidl. £150 was collected
for charity that morning.

Lots of work continues to be ongoing in the background as part
of the planning process for their new Shared Campus. This
campus will be a new building and aims to help to improve and
build upon relationships among their local communities. Each
school will continue to have their own separate space and
classrooms and will continue to maintain their current system of
values and beliefs. The new Campus will also include shared
spaces, including a lunch hall and playground. Plans for this new
Campus are on display in both of the schools, why not call in and
see the plans for yourself?

The 14th December will be a huge day for the P.4 – P.7 children
from Tannaghmore Primary School. On that day they will
perform at the SSE Arena with 1,200 children from other
schools along with a large orchestra. This is a wonderful
opportunity and experience for our children.
Irish Medium Education is going from strength to strength at
Tannaghmore Primary School and this year we have the
privilege of performing ‘Rugadh I Stabla’ – a nativity play at Tír
na nÓg, Randalstown, Tuesday 17th December 2019 at 7.00pm.
All welcome. Tá siad ag dul ó neart go neart.

Future events in the pipeline are:
Parent’s Evening
After-School Choir

We wish to invite everyone to our Open Days on Wednesday,
27th and Thursday, 28th November 2019, 10am-11am in the
school. Open Evening, Tuesday 3rd December 2019, 7pm8.30pm in the school. All Welcome.

Feel free to contact either school for more information
surrounding their activities and Partnership, visit the relevant
school websites or follow them on Facebook for the most
up-to-date information.

It was both a privilege and an honour for Tannaghmore Primary
School, recently to be presented with a ‘Gradam Award’ for the
service provided to our community in the teaching of our Irish
Language and Culture. Go raibh céad míle maith agaibh.

Contact:
Duneane – Tel: 028 7965 0854
Email: gcuthbertson100@c2ken.net www.duneaneps.co.uk
Moneynick – Tel: 028 7965 0331
Email: fmconway573@c2ken.net www.moneynickps.co.uk
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Duneane Primary School

Groggan Primary School

Duneane PS have had a very busy start to the school year.
Following their Pupil council elections in September, they have a
new council who are full of lots of ideas. The pupils selected
Guide Dogs NI as their chosen charity and held their first charity
fundraiser in October, a coffee morning which raised £398.63.
The newly elected Eco Council are excited about working
towards gaining their fourth Eco School flag during this year and
have lots of ideas and activities up their sleeves!

It’s been a busy term so far at Groggan Primary School, the new
pupils have settled in well and are working really hard. The
children have had fun celebrating Harvest Hoedown and World
Music Day. The children all had lessons during Anti-Bullying
week and looked at how to be a really good friend to others.
Primary 1 have been working on their topic,
‘Down the Town’ and had a great trip to
Randalstown to visit local shops and
businesses, thank you to each one who
showed such patience and kindness
towards our little learners. They really
enjoy their ‘Welly Wednesdays’ where they
get the chance to take their learning out in
the fresh air to our outdoor classroom.

So far this term there have been a
number of school trips. P4-7 pupils had
the opportunity to go behind the scenes
at the Grand Opera House where they
got to experience the music and dance
of Die Fledermaus - a great introduction
to Opera.

P2/3 have been focusing on Handling
Data and had great fun carrying out a
traffic survey of the vehicles which pass
the school, they all agreed that it is an
extremely busy road! They used the
data collected to make lots of
impressive graphs and charts.

This year all the pupils will be participating in the Fresh Little
Minds, Grow and Inspire programmes. It is focused on enabling
children to talk about how they are feeling, focusing the mind,
sharpening the senses and developing character strengths and
qualities.

The Community Policemen paid them a visit to tell them all
about their job - they even made an arrest - but he was released
on good behaviour!

Duneane Primary has been selected as a
SUSTRANS school and will be working
towards improving their understanding
and practice in safe and sustainable
travel to school. This programme was
introduced by an Assembly and class
workshops.

Primary 3/4 have been working on their
topic ‘Home Sweet Home’ they have been
busy making their own rooms – some very
clever designs and very smart interiors.

Primary 5/6 pupils have really
enjoyed researching and learning all
about their World War topic, they
shared what they have been
learning in a special Assembly for
parents
and
friends
on
Remembrance Day.

In October we held our Harvest Assembly and welcomed Mr. Robert
Armstrong as our guest speaker. All
our pupils took part and we enjoyed
listening to their musical items. In
November we held our Remembrance Assembly and welcomed
Rev. Derek Kerr as our guest speaker.

P6/7 have been finding out ‘How’s
it Made?’ they have been making
planes, slime, chocolate and
playdough – lots of experimenting,
researching and writing, but most
of all, lots of fun whilst learning.
Some of the P7 pupils will be sitting
Entrance Tests in November and we are all very proud of them,
they have worked so hard.

The Little Adventurers’ Club for toddlers is generally held on the
3rd Wednesday of every month at 2 – 3.30 p.m. Each month
there are activities all centred around a key theme and, of
course, a cup of tea or coffee for the adults and a snack for all
the children!
Upcoming events:

The school Open Day is on Friday 10th January at 1:30 p.m.
please come along and see what Groggan PS has to offer.

Whole School Trip to Pantomime
Breakfast with Santa: Saturday 7th December
Singing at Radio Cracker: Tuesday 10th December
Christmas Service and Performance: Friday 13th December
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It has been a very busy few months here at ARCHES, we had just
about seen the back of Festival before Christmas Lights was
mentioned!

Moneynick Primary School
Moneynick Primary have been keeping
active this term, with a focus on Outdoor
Learning. Primary 1-5 pupils explored
Toome Canal Walk for ‘Bugs and Beasties’
facilitated by Waterways Ireland, while the
whole school took part in Outdoor
Classroom Day 2019. Through outdoor learning our children are
developing a deep understanding and love for their environment
while also building collaborative communication skills and
teamwork.

AGM
On Wednesday 20th November our Annual General Meeting was
held in Arches Community Hall. All directors and members of
ARCHES were invited and many turned up despite the cold
weather! We were also joined by Kerry Brady of Antrim and
Newtownabbey Borough Council and Mandy Harbinson of
Corrigan & Co. After the chairman’s statement from George
Graham, which discussed the previous year at ARCHES, and the
auditor’s report, Kerry Brady detailed the regulations in ARCHES’
Articles governing the election of directors. A secret ballot was
carried out and the 3 retiring directors—Eileen Ingram, Sheelagh
Hillan and Joe McErlean were all unanimously re-elected to the
Board for the coming year.

To enhance our pupils’ ICT skills, the
Nerve Centre in Belfast kindly offered to
visit the school to explore
‘Computational Thinking and Coding’.
This will continue to be a focus throughout the coming months
when we use interactive design to create projects linked with
our themes.

Martin Hackett and Liam Hurrell were co-opted onto the board in
late 2018. They were unanimously voted onto the Board on the
night.

Moneynick PS were delighted to assist
Road of Hope with their Shoebox Appeal
and are supporting Saint Vincent De
Paul with their annual Christmas
Hamper Appeal.
The recent success of local GAA
teams in our catchment area have
inspired in the children a strong
sense of sporting identity and
aspiration. Having recently
achieved our GAA 5 Star Award we
proudly present our flag and continue to promote Gaelic Football and Hurling skills. Through commitment to the programme
we promote links with our local GAA clubs. We look forward to
participating in lots of fun competitions with Go Games, INTO
and Cumann na mBunscol.

If you would like to become a member of Randalstown Arches
Association, get in contact with the office on 028 9447 8471 or
info@randalstownarches.com

With festive cheer our pupils and
staff are preparing for our December
celebrations. We welcome everyone
to our Open Afternoon on Thursday 5
December. Preparations for our
Christmas Show are imminent and we
welcome you all along to kickstart the festive season with Moneynick, on Thursday 12 December. Our matinee performance is
at 11:30am and our ‘finale’ will begin at 7pm.

Courses
Many of our courses have now finished for Winter but we already
have some booked for 2020!
Tai Chi will be coming to Arches Community Hall for 6 weeks
beginning on Wednesday 8th January 11am-12noon. The class is
priced at £6 per week—a deposit of £10 secures your place on
this popular course. Places will go on a first come, first served
basis.

The pupils, staff and parents of Moneynick Primary School wish
everyone a holy and peaceful Christmas.
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN—Issue 88 Answers
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

NAME THAT MOVIE!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Nine
Anode
Butterfly
Victoria
Six
“The Revenant”
Doe
Hands
Elton John
Jason Bateman

Silence of the lambs
Castaway
Eight Legged Freaks
Finding Nemo
Freaky Friday
Face Off
Super Size Me
Cat in the Hat
Shrek

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Sleepy Hollow
The Green Mile
The Incredibles
The Ring
Madagascar

CROSSWORD
DOWN
1.
Locust
2.
Egyptian
3.
Angry
4.
Calvary
5.
Whales
6.
Japan
7.
Famous
8.
Malaria
9.
Washington
10. False
11. Thousand
12. Anna
24. Braille
25. Amber
26. Shuttle
27. Antwerp

29.
31.
32.
34.
35.
37.
41.
45.
47.
48.
50.
52.
54.
56.
57.
58.
60.
64.

Rolach
Omaha
Nosy
Squeal
Oven
Applaud
Feather
Halved
Bypaths
Federer
Bravado
Oboe
Blind
Alder
Exit
State
Sunglasses
Heathrow

67.
68.
69.
72.
74.
76.
77.
78.
79.
81.

Warplane
Spanner
Hostile
Dublin
Gramme
Crocus
Abbey
Slugs
Speed
Ulna

ACROSS
13. LoughNeagh
14. Alabama
15. Athens
16. Supper
17. Volcano
18. Ashes
19. Utah
20. Strip
21. Brass
22. Skinny
23. Lambs
28. Grandma
30. Nothing
33. StoneDeaf
36. Palace
38. Quartz

39.
40.
42.
43.
44.
46.
49.
51.
53.
55.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
65.
66.
70.

Seven
Waffle
Chips
Renault
Anchor
Amen
ABBA
Yellow
Netball
Wheat
Sandra
Sioux
Elite
Torode
Dachshund
Attends
Steward
Solar

71.
73.
75.
80.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.

Sloped
Igloo
Frock
Bush
Bison
Belfast
Pillow
Snooze
Evening
Millennium

DINGBATS
1) London Underground 2) No Through Road 3) More Often Than Not 4) Look Both Ways 5) In Complete
Control 6) I Hate You 7) Kiss And Makeup 8) 4 Wheel Drive 9) Mixed Up Kid 10) Fair And Square
11) Drunk And Disorderly 12) Emergency Stop
9

1

2

3

4

5

6

12

14

6

7

8

9

13

10

ACROSS

11

14

12
13

15
16

20

17

18

21

22

27

28

29

24

31

32

33
35

37

38

39

40

41
42

43

48

44

49

45

46

50

51

56

47

52

57

58

59

67

68

53

54

55

60

61

75

76

23
27
30
62

63
64

65

66

69

70

71

72

73

74

77
79

80

81

85

78
82

83

86

84

87

DOWN
1
2

Close friend or buddy
Glittery decoration

3
4
5
6
7

Building for horses
Gospel writer
Jingle …, Jingle …
Prime cut of beef
Finely cut meat

8

Birds
Behold I bring you good … of
great joy
A great distance away

9
10
11
15
21
24
25
26
28
29
33
34
37
40

White arctic bird
Sound of excitement or surprise
To cook meat on a rack
Light course of a meal
Away in a ….
Edible fruit of a nut
Living person, male or female
Donkey
Small comfy dwelling
Request or plea to God
Course after main course
Small island of the West of
Scotland

4
6
6
7
5
5,5
5
9
7
4
5,3
6
5
7
6
6
5
3
7
6
5
5

Where is He that is born … of
Official religious ministers
… , of Wales is Charles
… French Hens
Place of crucifixion in Israel
Indian dress
First killer, son of Adam

18
19
20
22

34

36

38
39
42
45
46
47
48

14
16
17

26

30

31
32
35
36

19

23

25

Wishing all many happy ...
…, by highest heaven adored
Mary held the …. Jesus in her
arms
Christmas
Christ is born in …
The Queen’s favourite dog in
life
Arguments—quarrels etc.
Anyone with faith is …
Do in the oven
Wicked man out to destroy
Jesus
Veiled in flesh the …. See
Famous dog film in the past
Can be boiled, fried or
scrambled
Who is he in yonder …
Tasty fruit
Light sweet puddings or cakes

11
6
6
4
9
5
4
1,8
5
4,5
7
6
4
5
4
7
4
7
6
5
7
4
4

50 Glory be to God in the …

7

41

Green culinary herb

7

52 Las .. Gambling city

5

43
44

Small freshwater fish
Remove remains from a grave

5
6

54 Salad plant

6

46

Strong desire for

5

57 O.T book

4

49

7

59 Favourite bird at Christmas

7

51

Glory to the …-… king
… national park between Devon &
Somerset

6

53

Eden first … in all history

6

61 Thou shalt call His …, Jesus
64 Bend forward and downward

4
5

55

Church dignitary

5

66 …, Domini
67 Aromatic spice

4
6

58

Father Christmas

5,5

69 The fox

7

72 New years day 2020 is on a..

9

56 Elizabeth to Mary—blessed is

60

… in yonder manger low

3

62

… Boy child Jesus Christ

5

63

Hail the … Deity

9

65

… …, said “Fear not Mary”

68
70

Sherry …
Special mixture for road surface

3,5
6
7

73 King Solomon’s father was
74 The third person of the Trinity
It could make a white
79 Christmas

5
4,5
4

81 Sweetener

5

82 Sweets on a stick

9
4
6
6

71

King David was his father …

7

83 Talent or present

75

Weak pliable person

6

76

Famous Scottish food dish

6

77
78
80
84

Sweetener
Organ of the body
The men from the east were…
A sum of money

5
5
4
4

85 The aorta is a blood …
86 Sign of the zodiac
Medals, flags, badges or
87 houses done up at Christmas

12

3,4
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
1. 'A Winter's Tale' reached number 2 in the UK singles chart in January 1983 for which singer?
2. True or false. The Earth is closer to the sun in our winter than in summer?
3. General Winter often refers to the winter climate of which country?
4. Burning the Clocks is a winter solstice festival that takes place each year in which seaside resort?
5. Chionophobia is the extreme dislike or fear of what?
6. Which Christmas carol is based on a poem by the English poet Christina Rossetti?
7. How many sides do all snowflakes have?
8. The eruption of which country's Mount Tambora volcano in April 1815 created a 'Year without
Summer' in the Northern Hemisphere?
9. The Winter War was a military conflict between the Soviet Union and which country?
10. In television's Game of Thrones what is the name of the ancestral home of House Stark?

NAME THE CELEBRITY SANTAS!

SUDUKO
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Dingbats provided by www.quizmasters.biz

Community News

Community News

Tidy Randalstown
What a few months Tidy
Randalstown have had! As I
write this, they are heading
back from Kilkenny after
winning an award at IPB Pride
of Place 2019!
They also recently had a litter
pick around Randalstown with
the
Randalstown
Young
Farmers which resulted in 46
bags of rubbish collected from the viaduct!
Their recent quiz raised just over £1,000 which will go
towards costs of supplies, plants and future projects.
At the end of October, members of Tidy
Randalstown travelled to London to collect
their award after winning a RHS Gold Award
for Small Town 2019 in London.
Congratulations to Suzanne Winter of Tidy
Randalstown who was recently awarded the
President’s Trophy by Doreen Muskett for her
Snippets e-letter!
Since our last edition, they have also won the Best Small Town
category for Ulster in Bloom this year which gives them a
chance to win Britain in Bloom at a national level!
Of course we can’t forget to mention their Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service! The hard work, dedication and passion of
all the Tidy Randalstown volunteers to keep Randalstown
beautiful all year round was rewarded in September with the
QAVS, the highest form of civic recognition. The QAVS is the
MBE for volunteer groups.

Randal Community Shed
Randal Community Shed have been working
hard on some Christmas Reindeer upcycled
planters –we think they look great—very
festive! They have also been working on
making wreaths and even pens! Make sure
to call up and have a look! The shed in
located at 104 Main Street (just at bottom of Church Road)
They also recently donated some of their fresh leeks to The
Jam Store Food Bank to be distributed in our community.
All new members welcome to join:
Tuesday 10am-1pm
Wednesday 10am-1pm
Thursday 10am-1pm
Randalstown Young Farmers Club
Randalstown Young Farmers Club are celebrating their 60th
anniversary this year. They had their own Christmas Lights
Switch on of the bales in the middle of the town—have you
seen them yet? Make sure to keep up to date with their
celebrations through their social media!

Well Hello
The Well Hello group who gather each Monday morning in
Arches Community Hall have been working on lots of
different arts and crafts over autumn and winter—they
recently decorated some glass bottles all ready for
Christmas! They will be winding down for the Christmas
break soon and we wish them all a Merry Christmas and
peaceful new year.
Millmount Craft Group
Millmount Craft Group wish to thank everyone who came to
support their Craft Fair and Exhibition and who helped them
to raise over £10,000 over 7 years with their raffles for
Macmillan.
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We here at ARCHES have rooms available for hire. They vary in sizes, facilities and of course, price.

Community Hall

Unit 8

Boardroom/Computer Suite

Seating up to 70 people

Seating up to 20 people

Seating up to 15 people

The following resources are available in each of our rooms free of charge:
•

Flipchart(s)

•

Digital Screen

•

Laptop

•

Data Projector

Refreshments are also available as part of our room booking package
Tea/Coffee & Scones @£2.50 per person
Tea/Coffee & Biscuits @ £1.50 per person
Tea/ Coffee @ £1.20 per person

COMMUNITY ADVICE—ANTRIM & NEWTOWNABBEY
Community Advice—Antrim and Newtownabbey (formerly Antrim Citizens Advice Bureau)
holds an outreach session in ARCHES Community Hall on Monday afternoons.
You can get free and confidential advice on a wide range of issues including:Welfare Benefits, Money and Debt problems, Tax and Housing, among others.
Advice is available from 1:30pm to 4:30pm every Monday (exc. Bank Holidays)
No appointment necessary, just take a seat and wait your turn.

Arches House

028 9447 8471

Like & Share us on Facebook:
Randalstown Arches Association

www.randalstownarches.com

Follow us on Twitter:
@RandalstownArch

info@randalstownarches.com

Follow us on Instagram:
Randalstownarches

Arches Lane
38-40 Main Street
Randalstown
BT41 3AB

