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ARCHES OUTLOOK
Assisting Randalstown Community towards Harmony,
Empowerment & Success

A note from the editor...
Spring will come and so will happiness.
Hold on.
Life will get warmer.
- Anita Krizzan
As I write this, it is currently snowing outside!
Though the evenings and mornings are
starting to get brighter and hopefully we will
soon have some warmth from the sun instead
of snow, wind and rain!
Here in ARCHES office, we are looking forward
to an exciting 2020—it is 25 years since
ARCHES began in April 1995.

IN THIS ISSUE:

Arches 25th Anniversary
Training Courses
School News
Train Your Brain
Community News
Arches News
Festival 2020 Preview

Some of our courses have already started but
many are upcoming and are mentioned
further on in the newsletter.
In the Arches office, we are already working
on the Randalstown Arches Community
Festival 2020 which will run from Wednesday
17th to Friday 26th June.
As always, we are looking for help in the form
of volunteers and if you have any spare time
to give a helping hand, we would be delighted
to hear from you.
To keep up-to-date and find out more about
our training courses, events in ARCHES, the
Community Festival, ARCHES work or to
submit an article to our newsletter, pop in and
visit us in ARCHES office!

www.randalstownarches.com

Randalstown Arches Association

@RandalstownArch

Randalstownarches

Randalstown ARCHES Association
25th Anniversary
1995-2020
Assisting Randalstown Community towards Harmony Empowerment and Success
Randalstown ARCHES Association was formed in 1995. It’s early work started with a strategy, developed after
consultation with the local community.
The original signatories of the Memorandum and Articles of Association were:
George Graham, Christine Doherty, Sean Nelson, Patrick Kerr, Moore Blair, Hilda Stewart, Christine Keenan, Sheldon
Murray, Brian McGookin, Jim McNally and Joe McErlean.

The current Board of Directors consists of the following people:

George Graham
(Chairperson)

Brian McGookin
(Treasurer)

Eileen Ingram
(Secretary)

Helen Boyd

Christine Butler

Sheelagh Hillan

Martin Hackett

Liam Hurrell

Peter Boyle

William Allen

Joe McErlean
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Moore Blair

Projects
1995:
Designation of Randalstown as a Conservation Area
In September 1995, a DOE representative visited ARCHES and indicated that the Department
would be happy to work with us to achieve Conservation Area status for Randalstown as a
typical 19th century small Ulster town.
In the following months, much background work was done and in May 1996, confirmation was
received that Conservation Area status had been granted.
An official designation ceremony was held on 3rd June 1996 at Neillsbrook Community Centre
where the then Secretary of State, Sir Patrick Mayhew, conferred Conservation Status on the
town.
Viaduct illumination
After ARCHES was formed in 1995, it was agreed that a visible sign of the
plans for local improvements should be implemented as soon as
possible. Money needed to be raised quickly so there was no time to
make application to funding bodies in the usual way. Antrim Borough
Council was approached and agreed to provide half of the £10,000
required if ARCHES came up with the rest. Thanks to local donations the
£5,000 was raised and the lighting was installed.
1997:
Arches Outlook
Arches Outlook community newsletter was created to keep the residents of the town and district informed of what
ARCHES was doing. This was started in late 1997. The printing, as so much of ARCHES’ documentation at that time, was
done by Mrs Hazel Cameron on the Dorma photocopier and 2,500 copies of the black and white, four page, A4
newsletter were produced. Not a single issue has ever been missed, no matter how busy the office can be!
1998:
Closing the Gap – Moore’s Lane
Moore’s Lane was hit by the first bomb attack of ‘the Troubles’. A number of shops had
to be demolished and the resulting space was used mainly as a car park. Glenravel House
and its adjoining car park was built in 1996 and covered most of the site, housing the
Supervalu store and other smaller businesses. ARCHES dealt with the rest of the site and
this became the Closing the Gap project to landscape and improve the remainder of this
derelict area.
In January 1998, the contract for the work was awarded to F.P. McCann & Co. and John
McKeown as architect. The Scout group granted free use of their Hall for fortnightly site
meetings.
One of the elements of the development was the new public toilet block which was
much needed and which is still in use today. A new road layout was introduced along
with some disabled parking. The whole area was landscaped and has been maintained
since by Council.
A historical, industrial feature was added at the Main Street end comprising an original
turbine from the Old Bleach site backed by a picture of workers in the factory
taken, it is thought, in the 1940’s. The project was officially opened in May
1998 by Jim Dougal who was European Commissioner for Northern Ireland at
the time.
Bridging the Divide
This project involved the reinstatement of the railway bridge and the creation
of a public footpath along the former railway line.
The total cost was £196,000 and the main funders were DOE SSPPR, Antrim
Borough Council, Northern Ireland Electricity, Northern Bank.
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1999:
Lower Main Street
A tree-lined area at the riverside had remained neglected for many years and just as
the century drew to a close, ARCHES completed an environmental improvement
project which tidied and landscaped the area, provided a paved path and seating and
constructed a viewing platform at the riverside from which the road and railway
bridges can be seen in safety. This area also leads on to the riverside path by the
River Maine.
The project cost £60,000 and the main funders included – Lower Bann LEADER,
Enkalon Foundation, BT Countryside for All, Shell Better Britain, Randalstown Chamber of Trade.
Youth Drop-in Centre
One of the key proposals in ARCHES’ strategy was to do something for the young people of the
area, a commendable but challenging task. There were flourishing uniformed groups in the
town but little other youth provision, especially since the closure of Randalstown High School in
1994. The aim was to establish a cross-community facility in a neutral venue to keep young
people off the streets and involve them in meaningful activities. Funding had been secured
from Peace and Reconciliation money administered by Antrim Borough Partnership to set up
this facility.
With help and advice from a number of sources, a group of about 40 people interested in
helping was assembled and a meeting was held at which a committee of 10 was elected to progress the project. The
group rented the vacant flat above 41 Main Street through funding from BBC Children In Need.
The Drop-In Centre opened in January 1999 and was open for 4 evenings per week. Volunteers attended on a rota basis
and organised a variety of activities for the young people who attended and who came from both Catholic and
Protestant backgrounds. In addition, in 2000, a suite of 8 computers was purchased with funding from the Rural
Development Council and installed in the Drop-In Centre providing much-needed extra facilities.
Townscape Heritage Initiative
As early as 1999, ARCHES started the process which led to them securing £400,000 of funding from Heritage Lottery to
administer and co-ordinate a Townscape Heritage Initiative in Randalstown. The THI scheme targeted Conservation
Areas and its aim was to enable “partnerships of local, regional and national interests to preserve and enhance the
distinctive character of historic areas by:

•
•
•
•
•

repairing the fabric
restoring authentic details and materials
securing the continued use of historic buildings
bringing vacant floor space in historic buildings back into use
facilitating a high standard of design and materials in filling gap sites and key frontages”
The town was visited by Heritage Lottery personnel who identified 20 buildings they felt were eligible for funding.
ARCHES’ role in THI was to liaise with the property owners on the list to explain the scheme to them and encourage
them to take part. ARCHES facilitated all meetings at which proposals and plans were considered and funding
decided.
This was a five-year scheme and as such was quite different from most of the projects which ARCHES had done so
far. Dealing with a significant number of property owners who were mostly local business people meant that
progress was necessarily slow but the scheme did progress and in the end a total of 10 buildings out of the original
20 identified by HLF were completed. We believe this compared favourably with similar schemes in other areas of
Northern Ireland and was apparently a big improvement on progress in other parts of the UK where the scheme was
administered by local authorities.
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2000:
Training Programme
A computer suite was installed in the Drop-In Centre in 2000. The computers were for use in the
centre but also and primarily to deliver adult training courses. Around this time ARCHES was
approached by the Northern Regional College to join in a partnership application to the Lottery New
Opportunities Fund for funding for training courses. This was successful and we were granted £48,000
spread over 3 years which we used to subsidise the costs of the training.
The first few courses were based in the Drop-In Centre and had to take place in the daytime as the
centre was used by the young people in the evenings. We targeted adults who had not had the
opportunity to use computers at school and who were finding it more and more necessary to be
computer literate for everyday living.
When we were able to move the computers into ARCHES House, things became more flexible and we were able to offer
day and evening courses to suit our students. Over the years we have delivered a variety of computer-based courses –
beginners, CLAIT I and II, Internet and Email to begin with and then adding Digital Photography and Family History as
demand arose. More recently courses on the use of tablets and iPads have been introduced as technology moves on.
Gradually over the years ARCHES have expanded the training programme to include a variety of craft and language
courses including British Sign Language.
In 2004/5 we obtained funding from the Antrim Borough Partnership Peace II fund for our Peace Train project which
allowed us to replace and update our computers. ARCHES was also able to replace the computers for a second time from
their own resources in 2009/10.
2001:
Community Property Development Scheme (Arches House & Arches Lane)
It had always been ARCHES’ intention to obtain their own premises with a view to
achieving future sustainability. This process was commenced in 2000 when the group
obtained funding to purchase and renovate two empty shops in the village
centre. ARCHES House, which replaced and combined the original Library and Old Forge
projects, was completed and occupied in 2001 and comprises ARCHES’ office,
community hall and training/Board room as well as commercial units and residential
apartments.
The project cost £600,000 and the main funders included – International Fund for Ireland (IFI), DSD SSPPR, National
Lottery Charities Board, Antrim Borough Council, Lower Bann LEADER, Antrim Towns Development Company.
2002:
Closure of Drop-In Centre
The Drop-In Centre closed in 2002 as it became more and more difficult to access funding to pay the rent. In addition
ARCHES came to realise that in order to run the facility successfully and most effectively it would be necessary to employ a
professional youth officer and that was not possible at that time.
2004:
Youth Development Project
After the opening of ARCHES House, a problem developed with groups of youths congregating in the Lane who became a
nuisance to people using the businesses in the Lane and the facilities in ARCHES House. It also became an issue for the
staff in ARCHES office who began to feel threatened by the youths’ behaviour.
A solution came in the form of Peace II funding which ARCHES applied for to carry out a Youth Development Scheme to
keep the young occupied. Before the funding was granted two workers from a scheme run by Antrim Borough Council
and NEELB Youth Service started a course of DJ-ing workshops alongside personal development sessions in the Pneutrol
building which ARCHES had just purchased. These were a great success and had the
desired effect of getting the youths off ARCHES Lane.
Another plus of this initiative was to have one readymade group to start working with as
soon as the Peace II funding was granted. This group continued to meet for the duration
of the funding under the guidance of Youth Service and PSNI personnel and formed a
very successful football team who played on land kindly lent by the late Stewart
McCartney with generous input from George Barkley. This arrangement lasted long
after the end of the funding period and some of the young lads involved became leaders
themselves of other younger groups.
At the same time work was initiated with young people in Neillsbrook, again under the guidance of Youth Service and PSNI
– an activity group for girls and football for boys which was mainly under the supervision of the late William Beggs and
which has evolved into the Neillsbrook Cross Community Soccer School which still flourishes today.
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ARCHES Peace Train
This project involved the replacement of the computers in the computer learning suite. It
cost £16,000 and was funded by Antrim Borough Strategy Partnership.
ARCHES Means Business
This project enabled the provision of photocopying, fax, laminating and other services to
Randalstown Arches Association to assist local business and the community. It cost £7,000
and was funded by Antrim Borough Strategy Partnership.
2005:
Second Community Project – ARCHES Mews
Following on from the success of the ARCHES House project we were encouraged to
embark on a second community project. With funding from IFI and Antrim Borough
Council we purchased and developed 9 John Street into our second community
building, ARCHES Mews which provides 4 commercial units and 4 residential flats.
This development also greatly enhanced a fairly derelict area of the town and led to
the provision of an extension to the car park by DOE Roads Service and also the
Council’s community playground, both of which are very beneficial to and much
appreciated by the local community.
The project cost – £400,000 and the main funders included – International Fund for
Ireland, Antrim Borough Council.
After the completion of ARCHES House, the group applied again to the International Fund for Ireland for funding for a
second Community Project. This was granted and ARCHES purchased the Pneutrol building in John Street and the old
Mace store beside it. The first plan was to devote the entire first floor of the building to a day nursery to be let as a private
enterprise with the ground floor converted to commercial/workspace units. The day nursery plan unfortunately did not
work out so it was decided to adopt the more viable option of residential accommodation.
ARCHES Mews was completed by early 2005 and the building was ready for occupation, it now consists of 4 flats and 4
commercial units.
2008:
Inter generational Project
In 2008 Arches facilitated a good relations programme funded through the Local
Strategy Partnership. It lasted one year and included an Intergenerational
photography project and a talent competition. The intergenerational programme was
jointly facilitated by ‘Belfast Exposed’ and involved 10/11 year old children from 6 of
the 7 schools in Randalstown and district getting together with senior citizens from
the local ‘fold’ to explore lifestyles past and present. Through a series of crafted
questions the two groups learned a lot about each other, including how they each
socialised – the senior citizens talked about dance halls they would have gone to,
often walking miles through country roads to get there, and the younger generation
talked about going bowling and to the cinema. They also discussed what school is/was
like and what kind of things they do for entertainment at home – the children talked
about their computers and various video games, whereas the ladies and gentlemen
spoke of crafts they learned at home like knitting, dressmaking and baking. The
children also took photographs of the town, creating a photographic map of
Randalstown and recording the project as it progressed. At the end of the 3 month
programme, the many images were mounted and we had an exhibition in the ‘Long Gallery’ in Stormont. The event was
attended by local politicians as well as representatives from the schools and the participants themselves.
The talent competition was also designed to bring young people of different
backgrounds and cultures together to learn new skills and have fun. Over a period of 6
months, there were classes on drumming, piano lessons, guitar and singing lessons as
well as voice coaches to prepare the group for their big night. As part of the project,
each participant recorded a CD of their song, and were presented with these when
they sang on the Wednesday night of the 2008 Arches Festival. The Talent Show itself,
jointly organised by ARCHES and the Ardan Theatre Group, was a night of glitz and
glamour in the Parish Centre, with each nervous participant singing their heart out to
an enthusiastic crowd.
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2009:
Community Pharmacy Project
In 2009 our Senior Citizens Project began, funded by the ‘Community Development
Health Network’. For 3 of the last 6 years, the project has been co- facilitated with
the Randalstown Pharmacy, who gave advice and guidance to the participants.
Approx. 25 or so ladies who meet each week, also explore a very wide variety of
health topics by invited health professionals and these topics include ‘Good Mental
Health’, ‘Osteoporosis Care’, and a range of Cancer Awareness programs to name
but a few. As part of the project, the group has also spent time at the gym and for 8
weeks on two of the years our ladies, aged from late 50’s to mid 80’s, could be seen
running and tread-milling their way to fitness finishing off with a relaxing time in
the spa. The project, which is free to participants, has recently seen the ladies
create various works of art, from printing on fabric to acrylic painting as part of an 8 week mental health project, funded
by South Antrim Community Network.
IFI Community Relations Project
In 2009, ARCHES was granted funding from the International Fund for Ireland to carry out a 3-year Community Relations
Project. This project, known as the Bridges Project, was managed by Ann McGuinness and was based in one of the units
in ARCHES Mews. The aim of the project was to improve the capacity of local residents and groups in Randalstown and
district to address sectarianism and build positive cross community relationships and stimulate positive community
activity. A total of 22 local groups were engaged in the programme which included women’s groups, men’s groups, youth
groups, sports groups, churches, etc and representatives of the groups came together to take part in activities and
discussions to explore their differences and misperceptions and to build a better understanding of each other’s
background and culture. Sessions were facilitated by a number of delivery agencies and individuals including Antrim
Borough Council, NEELB and TIDES.
Training and discussion sessions were held in the Bridges Project premises and educational visits were made to key
locations important in our shared history where guides explained the history of the place which in many cases had
previously been imperfectly or partially understood. During the last year of the project a Youth Forum was set up in
conjunction with NEELB Youth Service and a group of up to 50 young people benefitted from involvement with the
project. The whole project was extremely successful and much positive feedback was received from participants
2013:
Development of Former PSNI Site to New Street Park & Ride
In 2013, work began to purchase the former PSNI site in New Street. Work began to
demolish and level the site in February/March 2014. Plans were then made and a
collaboration between ourselves, ANBC and Roads Service was undertaken to
provide a Park and Ride car park which was operational from 2016 when the lease
was signed to Road Service within Department for Infrastructure for 999 years!
This extra parking has been a godsend to the town as, even with the opening of the
Ballygrooby Park and Ride to accommodate commuters to Belfast, some motorists
still occupy spaces all day in the town centre. The additional parking facilities has
also helped local traders who have noticed a positive increase on trade since it’s
completion.
We also added in a new shop front to the unit in Arches Mews – previously this had
been a hard unit to let as it was tucked away and didn’t get much passing footfall.
Since the addition of a new shop front onto the new car park the unit has been
successfully let to a barber shop who is doing a roaring trade and hopes to stay for
many years to come.
2014:
Gluten Free Health Fair
A Health Fair was held on 16th October 2014 in the Community Hall in conjunction
with C.D.H.N (Community Development & Health Network, NI), S.A.C.N (South
Antrim Community Network) and Randalstown Pharmacies Ltd.
Local pharmacists, dieticians and other experts were available for consultation and
to answer health questions.
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2015:
No Smoking Health Fair
Randalstown Arches Association hosted a No Smoking Day Health Fair on 11th March 2015 in
Arches Community Hall, in conjunction with Randalstown Pharmacies Ltd, South Antrim
Community Network and Antrim Borough Council.
A drop in service was available for free weight and health checks for blood pressure,
cholesterol, glucose and blood sugar levels. Asthma, COPD and Diabetes reviews were also
available.
A 'How to be a Quitter' Presentation was also shown by Antrim Borough Council.
2016:
IT Suite Upgrade
In December, we were awarded a £10,000 grant from Big Lottery Fund NI to upgrade and
improve our IT systems here in ARCHES. The work was completed in early 2017 by Nimbus
CS. The upgrade included an upgrade of our core structure to include a new server and
operating system upgrade, network equipment & communications upgrade to meet industry
standard. New desktop devices and monitors were installed as well as new projectors, new
iPads and Android Tablets.
Silver Award in Workplace Charter on Domestic Violence
We at Randalstown Arches Association were delighted to be invited to the 7th Annual
Award Ceremony of the Workplace Charter on Domestic Violence & Abuse and to receive a
Silver Award for ONUS Workplace Charter Awards. We were also pleased to accept the Safe
Village award in partnership with SACN for Safe Community/Safe Village. Randalstown is
the second Safe Village in Northern Ireland to be recognised.
2018:
Action Cancer Big Bus Visit
The Action Cancer Big Bus visited Randalstown in April 2018, providing 48 Breast Screening
appointments plus 26 MOT Health Check appointments for the local community.
2019:
Chimney Restoration
In May 2019, Arches Lane was closed for a weekend to facilitate the well needed restoration of
our chimneys.
This was only possible thanks to funding by The National Lottery Community Fund Northern
Ireland.
Heritage Project & Exhibition
We were delighted in November 2018 to receive a grant for an exciting Heritage
Project and Exhibition on the history of linen and The Old Bleach in Randalstown.
The educational project and exhibition was a collaboration, working with local
artist Mairead McCormack, some local schools, Randalstown Women’s Institute and
Randalstown Historical Society.
This project has helped to preserve the history of the Old Bleach and allow younger
generations to understand their local heritage while bringing the story to life. The
project which was finished and shown to the public in Spring 2019 involved various
elements, including: Exhibitions & Community Artwork; Memory Books; Workshops; plus Artefacts & Memories of the
Old Bleach Factory.
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SAGE success for Owen!
Huge congratulations to Owen, our Finance and Admin Support Assistant, who recently
completed and passed his SAGE University course. Owen has come on leaps and bounds
since he joined the team through USEL in 2017. He became an official employee of
Randalstown Arches Association in January 2018 and he has been a great support to us
here in the office. He talked to us about his recent training:
“When I first started working at ARCHES, my most notable qualification was in Text
Production and Word Processing. In November of 2019 things changed, when the Board
of Directors decided that it would be beneficial if I underwent formal training in the usage of the accounting software
SAGE. If in the future should I leave ARCHES and find work in a new company, my value as an employee would be higher
than a person who has not been trained. After completing my training, I feel as if I am worth more to possible future
employers and to ARCHES. The course has improved me as a person and increased my skills and experience that I need
for working within the company. I believe in the future that there will be more opportunities for further training that will
better and improve my skills in different fields.”
Randalstown ARCHES Association awarded funding from St Anne’s Cathedral – Black Santa Sit Out Appeal
The annual Black Santa Sit-out for charities, founded by Dean Sammy Crooks in 1976, takes
place on the steps of St Anne's the week before Christmas. Now in its 43rd year, the Black
Santa Annual Sit-Out reaches over 500 charities across Northern Ireland each year. This
year they raised £170,000!
Funds were awarded to charities at the Good Samaritans Service on Sunday 9th February
2020. Ergnat McLaughlin, Caretaker for Randalstown ARCHES Association attended the
service and was presented with a cheque for £700.00. The money will go towards the ‘Well
Hello’ – Monday over 50’s Club. The senior’s wellbeing project was initiated to encourage
the community to play a pro-active role in getting people together and reducing social
isolation amongst those at risk, focusing on older people and to encourage healthier lifestyle choices. The aim of the
project is to encourage participation, motivating people to not only get out and about but also participate when they
meet- with the group- in a range of educational and social activities geared towards tackling issues facing over 50’s, and
social isolation in the community.
Randalstown ARCHES Association would like to thank all those who donated during the Black Santa – Sit Out appeal in
December and the Dean of St Anne’s Cathedral, the Very Rev Stephen Forde for his efforts to help as many charities as
possible.
Festival 2020
We hope to make this year’s festival one of the best yet as it is a very special year! Of course, the festival would not be
possible without you—our readers, supporters and volunteers.
All suggestions and ideas for new events or improving current events will be most welcome, however, we would remind
you that to make ideas work, often involves additional manpower, so we would be very grateful if you not only make
suggestions but contribute where possible to implement them.
Would you like to be involved with a particular event? Perhaps as our festival mascot—Archie the Duck? Stewarding at
the Outdoor Concert or steering crowds and riders at the Slow Bike Ride – there is surely something for everyone!
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Google Digital Garage Day
Randalstown Arches Association is delighted to announce a new partnership with the Google Digital Garage.
Google Digital Garage is a unique place where anyone can come and learn how to harness the power of the internet
to grow their business, develop their career, learn new skills or grow their confidence online.
All of the collaborated courses are free to attend though numbers are limited so we do ask for registration.
On Wednesday 1st April, Google Digital Garage will be joining us in Arches Community Hall to deliver special training
workshops.
What’s On:
•

Build a CV & Cover Letter—10AM

•

Keep Your Family Safe Online—11:30AM

•

Safety First: Protect Yourself Online—1:00PM

Paper Craft
3rd Saturday each month
10AM-4PM
£30.00*
Relax and be creative through paper crafting.
No special skills or experience required.
As with all of our courses, booking is essential due to
limited space.

Emergency First Aid
Thurs. 19th March & Thurs .26th March
*Must attend both classes*
6-9PM
£30.00*
This course provides basic life saving first aid and
health and safety regulations. It covers a range of
topics such as burns, choking, shock and bleeding.

Italian for Beginners
Saturday 9th May
10-11:30AM
8 weeks—£96.00
This course will introduce students to the language,
culture and basic grammatical concepts of Italian
and equip them with the skills to communicate at an
essential level.

Improve Your Computer Skills
Tuesday 21st April
7-9PM
5 weeks—£35.00*
This course will introduce students to the language,
culture and basic grammatical concepts of Italian
and equip them with the skills to communicate at an
essential level.

Coming in 2020...
Flower Arranging
Autumn 2020
Sign Language
September 2020

*Concession rates available
If there are any courses that you would like us to
provide, please let us know and we will do our best
to accommodate this.
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Tannaghmore Primary School
Thank you to all those who
supported Tannaghmore Primary
School’s Big Breakfast at the
Ramble Inn.

Maine Integrated Primary School
Well done to the boys who came third at the Futsal
tournament at Parkhall Integrated College on Friday 7th
February.

They had a lovely morning with
both beautiful music and food!
Tannaghmore P.S had a wonderful experience at the
Belfast Carols extravaganza at the SSE arena Belfast.
The children also sang and danced at the Tír an Nòg
clubrooms in December.
The children have been asked to preform at Seachtain an
Gaeilge and they are also looking forward to their KS2
residential trip to Dublin which will include trips to Dublin Zoo
and Tayto Park.
Below is photos from their Christmas concert:

A big well done to the
P6/7 quiz team who won
the junior section of the
Antrim area Credit Union
quiz at the Antrim Forum
in January.

On Tuesday 21st January they
were very lucky to be joined
by Olympic athlete Amy
Smith. All of the children
completed exercises with Amy
and also were also able to
hear about her journey to the
Olympics. They also did some
fundraising, which will allow
the school to buy new sports
equipment.

In January two pupils
represented Maine IPS at
Stormont where NICIE and the
IEF hosted an event highlighting
the importance of mental health
within schools. They were
campaigning to raise awareness
and funding to help support
children and young people with
their mental health.
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Duneane Primary School

Duneane & Moneynick: Partners in Learning

Duneane PS were very busy over the festive period. Their PTA
held their annual Breakfast with Santa. It was once again a
very popular event and they would like to thank everyone for
their support. The whole school travelled to Stranmillis
University College for their annual trip to the Pantomime to
see the story of Aladdin.

Their learning Partnership is growing from strength to
strength incorporating all aspects of community and family.
Practical maths needs to be at the
core of all maths teaching because
USING maths is more important than
just knowing about it! Their learning
Partnership has been using practical
apparatus to explore all areas of
maths from problem solving using the Izak9 cubes to
exploring money and number with
Numicon.
On Friday 17th January they
launched the Daily Mile within at
the Canal Walk, Toomebridge.
They thank everyone who made
this a memorable and wonderful
experience . The Daily Mile
programme involves pupils
running or jogging for 15 minutes
everyday. On Friday 14th February
they were invited to Stranmillis to
be the priority schools at their ‘Love the Daily Mile, Love your
Heart’ event. They took part in various workshops delivered
by SUSTRANS, the British Heart Foundation and Stranmillis.
To mark Safer Internet Day, their PSNI School Link Officers
visited the Learning Partnership to empower our pupils to
take control of their digital lives. A parent’s workshop held in
Duneane PS allowed their parents the opportunity to listen
to advice from the PSNI regarding apps, screen time and
conversation starters.
Women’s Aid have held Bully Buster workshops with the
P6-7 pupils empowering them with strategies and techniques
on how to stay safe. The pupils have been given the
opportunity to discuss scenarios and create posters and
images to encourage bully busting within our schools.

Duneane PS love getting out and about
to spread the Christmas cheer and they
enjoyed visiting various locations for
carol singing including Radio Cracker,
The Junction, Glenkeen and Drummaul
Nursing Homes.
The new year got off to a very busy
start as well. In January they achieved
the Women’s Aid Safe School Award.
From 20th – 24th January they held
our annual Heartstart week during
which pupils received training in basic first aid and what to do
in case of an emergency.
On Saturday 8th February the PTA organised a Bus Trip to
Coleraine and Portrush. They went to the Jet Centre where
they enjoyed some ten-pin bowling, crazy golf and the soft
play area. Following this they went to Portrush for some chips
and refreshments. They finished the day with some games.
The After-Schools programme this term has included choir,
Film Club, Ulster Scots, Looking After Me and Accordion
tuition.
This year, Duneane PS celebrates its 130th Birthday. They are
planning a Celebration Night on Thursday 2nd April at 7 p.m.
They are currently collecting memorabilia to be displayed. If
you have anything that you would be willing to loan to them,
please contact the school. They would also like to create a
collection of ‘Duneane Memories’. If you have any that you
could share, please get in touch!

The Shared Choir will be performing at Ballyclare Festival on
Friday 13 March and we wish them every success.
The school councils will be meeting together soon to reflect
on their experiences of our Shared activities and to present
their suggestions and ideas and the annual Shared
Residential will be in May to Carrowmena Activity Centre

Holiday Bible Club to be conducted by Rev. Ryan McKee
between 23rd – 27th March

For up-to-date information, including on the progress of their
new build Shared Campus visit: www.duneaneps.co.uk or
www.moneynickps.com, or follow their Partnership on
Facebook.

Annual Eco Week between 20th – 24th April
Street Party in celebration of VE day with a 1940s theme on
Thursday 7th May.
Little Adventurers’ Club (Parents and Toddlers Group):
2 – 3.30 p.m: 18th March, 22nd April, 20th May and 17th June
PTA Fun Night: Friday 26th June
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Creggan Primary School

Groggan Primary School

Creggan Primary School celebrated
Catholic Schools Week with daily
lessons focusing on the theme of
the day. They had a special
assembly about St. Brigid presented
by the P1&2 children to mark St.
Brigid’s Day. Their Grandparents
were entertained with lots of fantastic traditional singing and
dancing on Grandparents Day. The pupils brought in rushes
and made lots of beautiful St Brigids crosses that they
proudly took home to put up in
their houses.
They pride ourselves on being a
school where sport lies at the
heart of their well being.
Currently they are leading the
way in the Gaelfast 5 star centre programme in becoming a 5 star school. They would like
to say a very big thanks to their coach Alfie Hannaway for the
brilliant coaching and in-service training he has given to our
staff and pupils this year.
They are also delighted to have
Kevin Small and Jamie McCann
- two students from UUJ who
are working with tje P4/5 class
delivering a 6 week Sports For
Life programme. The children
look forward to their stimulating lessons every Tuesday.
SHARED EDUCATION WITH CREAVERY PRIMARY SCHOOL
The pupils have been having lots of
fun with their friends from
Creavery P.S every Tuesday after
school doing Fresh Little Minds.
This is a children’s mental health
and resilience programme teaching
children that all emotions are O.K
and how best to deal with these. A massive thank you to
Eilish and Shauna for all their expertise and hard work.
ANNUAL JUMBLE SALE
The children had lots of fun
shopping for toys and presents at
the recent Jumble Sale. They raised
lots of funds for the school and P.7
children did a fantastic job of
organising this.
UP AND COMING EVENTS
Confirmation on Wednesday 4th March
World Book Day celebrations Friday 6th March
Seachtain na Gaeilge week 9th – 13th March
P.3 will make their First Confessions on Thursday 19th March.
Friends of Creggan 5km and 10km race/walk @ Shanes Castle
Saturday 25th April

It has been a very busy few weeks at Groggan Primary School
with lots of fun activities and learning taking place in each
classroom.
Primary 1 have been learning all
about dinosaurs and have learnt lots
of amazing facts. In Play Based
Learning they were archaeologists
who went to look for fossils and
using tools had fun freeing dinosaurs
from ice. They had great fun during
Outdoor Play sessions at our Shared Education School,
Millquarter Primary School and enjoyed all the outdoor
activities.
P2/3 have been learning about Polar
Lands, they have been researching
the animals and people who live
there and have created super art
work. There has been some great
excitement in Play
Activities and
they have enjoyed lots of Literacy
and Numeracy work on the topic.
Primary ¾ took part in a great coding
session with Millquarter Primary
School. They had super fun coding
the spheros, little programmable
robots.
Their topic this term is “Weather
Watchers”, the children have been
very busy making an anemometer, a
water slide and designing their own
umbrella. They worked together to
produce a beautiful piece of art
depicting the four seasons. One of
the P3/4 children, Clarissa Davidson,
will be jetting off to London in May with her mum to take
part in the Voice Box Joke Competition. Clarissa in one of
only four pupils in N. Ireland who made it to the final and
Groggan PS are very proud of her.
Primary 5/6 have been using
Technology to share their learning
with our friends in Millquarter PS.
As part of the CASE Closer Project, the
children have been using video
conferencing to teach each other and
share their learning across the
internet.
Primary 6/7 have been learning all
about Vikings. They have made
swords, shields and are painting
Viking Longboats. The children have
all written pieces for the BBC 500
Words Competition.
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Community News
RANDAL COMMUNITY SHED
Randal Community Shed have been
working hard over the Winter into
Spring. They still some great Spring
Planters and Nest/Bird Boxes for sale.

Moneynick Primary School
Moneynick PS were invited to the
launch of ‘Love the Daily Mile, Love
your Heart’ Campaign in partnership
with Stranmillis University College
Belfast, Love the Daily Mile
Campaign and the British Heart
Foundation. During the official launch the children had the
opportunity to run the Daily Mile and participate in
workshops relating to the benefits of
loving your heart.
They are on their way to achieving the
Sustrans Rural Award. Johnny
McCrystal, their Sustrans Officer lead an
assembly highlighting the importance of
Road Safety and the pupils wore
reflective clothing to ‘Ditch the Dark’.
After months of hard work they were
awarded their Eco–School Green Flag.
They have developed a new eco-plan
for the next two years with waste and
recycling as their major themes.
The Fire Safety Officers visited P4& 5 to
help form a plan of action to prevent fires
and what to do in an emergency.
Women’s Aid presented them
with their ‘Safe Schools’ Certificate
and they raised £84 during our
‘Wear it Pink or Blue Day’.
The P7 children celebrated the sacrament
of Confirmation. During CCMS week they
welcomed their Grandparents into the
school community and celebrated their
love. They created beautiful stain glassed
windows for Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
Moneyglass.
They are currently participating in Céilí dancing classes in
preparation for Their St Patrick’s Day celebrations. The
Friends of Moneynick invite you to come along and join them
with an afternoon of traditional Irish dancing and craic at
their St Patrick’s Day Céilí on
Sunday 15 March at 3pm.
In learning through play, P1-3 are
exploring ‘There’s no place like
home’. P4-5 are budding
archaeologists digging into the past.
While P6-7 are exploring the land of
the Pharaohs and Pyramids.

They have also put the finishing
touches to the inside of their new
polytunnel and they have green
shoots emerging of peppers and
chilli peppers.
Call into the Community Shed on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday open from 10-00am till 1-00pm.
RANDALSTOWN YOUNG FARMERS CLUB
At the beginning of March,
Randalstown Young Farmers
Club held their annual church
service in Randalstown OC
Church. Both past and present
members participated in the
choirs to mark their 60th
Anniversary with the help of
Jill Pearson.
The committee members provided supper and they raised an
amazing £880 for Laurel House Chemotherapy Unit, Antrim
Area Hospital.
After weeks of hard work, their festival production of ‘A Hole
In The Wall’ was showcased and they have managed to make
it through to the Gala!
Tickets are now on
sale for the Gala on
28th March from the
Millenium forum.

DUNEANE PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Community News

Community News

TIDY RANDALSTOWN

COMMUNITY ADVICE—ANTRIM & NEWTOWNABBEY
Community Advice—Antrim and
Newtownabbey (formerly Antrim Citizens
Advice Bureau) holds an outreach session in
ARCHES Community Hall on Monday
afternoons.
You can get free and confidential advice on a wide range of
issues including:Welfare Benefits, Money and Debt problems, Tax and Housing,
among others.
Advice is available from 1:30pm to 4:30pm every Monday (exc.
Bank Holidays)
No appointment necessary, just take a seat and wait your turn.

SCAM SAFETY

MARIE CURIE HELPER SERVICE
The Marie Curie Helper Service recruits and trains
volunteers to offer a range of support services to
people who are suffering from a terminal illness.
If you would like to volunteer to become a Marie
Curie helper or to access support from Marie
Curie contact them as follows:Tel: 0800 304 7404
Email: nihelper@mariecurie.org.uk
RANDALSTOWN RUGBY CLUB

We would like to remind all local community groups that they
can promote their activities in this newsletter.
Contact Arches office:
T: 028 9447 8471
E: info@randalstownarches.com
Or call into the office
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN—Issue 89 Answers
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

CELEBRITY SANTAS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

David Essex
True
Russia
Brighton
Snow
In the Bleak Midwinter
Six sides
Indonesia
Finland
Winterfell

Jake Gyllenhaal
Amy Childs
Ricky Tomlinson
Colin Baker
Brandi Glanville
Spencer Pratt
Sophie Reade
Prince Harry
Marvin Humes
Sheila Hancock
Mario Falcone

12.
13.
14.
15.

Rosemary Shrager
Philip Scholfield
Geena Davis
Miley Cyrus

CROSSWORD
DOWN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
15.
21.
24.
25.
26.
28.
29.
33.

Chum
Tinsel
Stable
Matthew
Bells
Chump
Steak
Mince
Starlings
Tidings
Afar
Snowy Owl
Whoops
Broil
Entrees
Manger
Kernel
Human
Ass
Cottage

34.
37.
40.
41.
43.
44.
49.
51.
53.
55.
58.
60.
62.
63.
65.
68.
70.
71.
75.
76.
77.

Prayer
Sweet
Tiree
Parsley
Roach
Exhume
Newborn
Exmoor
Garden
Canon
Santa Claus
See
Marys
Incarnate
The Angel
Trifle
Asphalt
Solomon
Yesman
Haggis
Syrup

78.
80.
84.

Liver
Wise
Fund

45.
Christmases 46.
47.
Christ
48.
Infant
50.
Xmas
Bethlehem 52.
54.
Corgi
56.
Rows
57.
A Believer
59.
Roast
61.
King
64.
Herod
66.
Godhead
67.
Lassie
69.
Eggs
72.
Stall
73.
Plum
74.
Sponges
79.
King
81.
Priests
82.
Prince

ACROSS
12.
13.
14.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
22.
23.
27.
30.
31.
32.
35.
36.
38.
39.
42.

Three
Calvary
Sari
Cain
Highest
Vegas
Rocket
The womb
Amos
Turkeys
Name
Stoop
Anno
Nutmeg
Reynard
Wednesday
David
Holy Ghost
Snow
Honey
Lollipops

83.
85.
86.
87.

Gift
Vessel
Taurus
Decorations

DINGBATS
1) Dead Presidents 2) One Step Forward Two Steps Back 3) Cornerstone 4) United States 5) Dipstick 6) Parting of the
Ways 7) Missing in Action 8) Equal Rights 9) Forty Niner 10) Full Time/Part Time 11) High Jinks 12) Quarter Back, Half
Back, Full Back
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1

2

3

4

5

6

13

8

10

21

22

23

37

31

32

33
35

38

42

39

43

40

44

47
50

46

48

51

52

59

53

54

55

61

64

62

65

66

68
71

81

72

73

85

74

75

78

82

67

69

77
80

56

58

60

70

41

45

57

63

24

27

34
36

19

26
30

12

DOWN

18

25
29

11

15

17

20

49

9

14

16

28

7

76

79

83

84

86

87

ACROSS

13 + 19
14
15
16
17
18
20
21
22
23
28
30
3
36
38
39
40
42
43
44
46
49

Unobservant runners
State in the U.S.A.
Not downhill
Multinational tech
English cheese
Very fat
Stringed instrument
Wet snow
…... Citizen
Irish county
Irish providence
French car maker
Short girl garment
Violent windy weather
Farewell
Middle east country
Spiders network trap
Small early flower
Fast fighter jet plane
European river
endure/final
Isle of ….

554
7
6
6
7
5
5
5
6
5
7
7
9
6
5
5
6
5
7
6
4
4

51
53
55
59
60
61
62
63
65
66
70
71
73
75
80
82
83
84
85
86
87

Happening every year
Relating to Cornwall
Wed
Irish town
alcoholic drink
Very angry
Country in Ireland
Crested parrots
….... Airways
Helicopter
….. Wren ---bird
Smells--aromas
Wrote 2 N.T. Letters
French capital
Brother of Jacob
Silky glossy fabric
Grown without fertilizer
Every seven days
African wild dog
Ranked army officer
.......... Street---soap

17

6
7
5
6
5
5
6
9
7
7
5
6
5
5
4
5
7
6
6
7
10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
24
35
26
27
29
31
32
34
35
37
41
45
47
48
50
52
54
56
57
58
60
64
67
68
69
72
74
76
77
78
79
81

…... Tuesday
Uel glass (anagram)
Where monks reside
small flute
Cows milk organs
Golfers assistant
Small wispy clouds
Eau de .......
Pertaining to Scotland
Remedies
National emblem of Ireland
Cristian name
Birds reared for food
African country
soup accompaniment
Where food prepared/cooked
Extreme/way beyond
….. Wolfhound
Agate like stone
The grand ….. In U.S.A.
Girls name
Jack ......., wee dog
......., shipyard
Result (anagram)
Arctic sea north of Russia
ancient city of Greece
Singing entertainment
by soloists
Old testament book
....., ark
European river
Polar or black
Short for mathematics
Thoroughbred horses
State in the U.S.A.
That which keeps foetus
alive in the womb
Underground passages
Planet nearest the sun
Supping utensils
Female Christian name
Snow huts
Sacred song
Nimbly active
Pigs
Car manufacturers

6
8
5
7
6
5
6
7
10
5
8
4
7
5
7
7
5
5
4
6
4
7
7
6
7
7
7
4
5
5
4
5
10
8
8
7
7
6
6
6
5
5
5
4

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
1)

In which country did Posh and Becks marry?

2)
3)
4)

Where in London is there a bronze statue of Charlie Chaplin?
What is the name of the Dutch footballer who transferred from Arsenal to Man Utd in August 2012 for £23 million?
The Northern Lights are called Aurora Borealis, what are the Southern Lights called?

5)
6)
7)

After 7, which is the highest prime number?
Ag is the symbol of which chemical element ?
Bill Gates founded which computer corporation?

8)
9)

Catherine Parr survived which royal husband?
For how many months was Noah’s Ark afloat?

10)

What is the national bird of the United Kingdom?

11)
12)

In which year did The Spice Girls have hits with ‘Viva Forever’, ‘Stop’, ‘Too Much’ and ‘Goodbye My Friend’?
A centaur was a mythical creature halfway between a man and what?

13)
14)

A caravan is a group of which animals?
According to Napoleon, what does an army march on?

NAME THE MOVIE

SUDUKO
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Dingbats provided by www.quizmasters.biz

COMMERICAL UNIT TO LET
673sq ft commercial property suitable for retail or office use, located in
Arches Mews, a prime pedestrian zone in the conservation are of
Randalstown.
Property has a shop front on both sides covering its full width. It has a
small meeting room/office, kitchenette/staff room and single toilet and
hand basin. Recent alterations have provided additional shop access with
fronting onto the extended John Street Car Park.
The unit, surrounding area and car park are covered by HD CCTV.
For more information or to arrange a viewing of the unit, give Randalstown
Arches Association a call on 028 9447 8471.

ROOM HIRE
Here at ARCHES, we have rooms available for hire. They vary in sizes, facilities and of course, price.

Community Hall

Unit 8

Boardroom/Computer Suite

Seating up to 70 people

Seating up to 20 people

Seating up to 15 people

Refreshments are also available as part of our room booking packages for an additional charge.
If you would like to hire a room or for more information, do not hesitate to get in touch by calling 028 9447 8471 or
email info@randalstownarches.com

Randalstown ARCHES Association Ltd
Arches House
Arches Lane, Main Street
Randalstown
Co. Antrim
BT41 3AB

www.randalstownarches.com

Randalstown Arches Association

@RandalstownArch

Randalstownarches

