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ARCHES NEWS
Courses and Santa is on the way...

A

rches office is currently only
open for appointments only for
the safety of our staff, their
families and close friends.
We would like to thank our
caretaker, Ergnat who has been
available throughout the
pandemic if residents have any
issues and has been popping in to
keep and eye on the office and
keep us up to date with any
important post. He has recently
been opening up for socially
distanced room bookings too!
Usually at this time of year a lot of
our courses would be starting up
again after the summer break but
due to restrictions again this year,
that is not the case for most of our
courses. We are however safely
running British Sign Language
classes in levels 1-6.

Hopefully we will have a full range
of courses up and running again
soon. You can still register interest
in any of our courses by sending
us an email to
info@randalstownarches.com.
We are looking forward to our
AGM on15th November 2021 at
7pm in Arches Community Hall.
We will be holding this event in
line with current public health
guidance on physical distancing;
and in compliance with the
current rules for holding AGMs. It
also can be viewed online for
members who cannot attend in
person.
All ARCHES members are welcome
to attend the AGM, however
booking is essential. Please
contact the office no later than 48
hours before the event to book
your place.

As soon as Halloween ends, the
buzz of Christmas begins.
As to be expected this year, there
won't be the usual buzz and
crowds of a Christmas Lights
Switch On with Santa,
amusements, firworks and a
overall great show.
This year it will be simplified. On
Friday 3rd December from 7PM, a
few local primary schools will
preform Christmas songs followed
by a performance by Mr
Hullabaloo reflecting on the heros
from the pandemic.
The lights will then be switched on
via video shown from the stage.
Of course, we will be running our
annual colouring competition
which will be delivered to schools
very soon!
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SCHOOL NEWS
Moneynick Primary School

P

upils from Primary 3 -7
spent a rewarding time working
with members of the Sustrans
community, fastening their
helmets for success as they
revised and put into practise their
cycling proficiency and highway
code. They are proud to announce
that all of the cyclists received a
Sustrans Certificate. It was
heartwarming to have Sustrans
back in school and Moneynick PS
are extremely proud of the
respect and responsibility shown
by their pupils.

They are delighted to announce
that Moneynick PS has been
chosen to complete the Taking
Outdoor Play Seriously Quality
Award Programme (TOPS)
supported by Playboard NI and
the Department of Education.
Working with pupils, staff, parents,
governors and local community
groups we will place outdoor play
at the core of children’s
development and education.
Moneynick PS send
their thanks to Centra,
Toomebridge for their
generous contribution
of hand hygiene and
cleaning products.

Maine IPS
They also wish to extend
hearty congratulations
to their past pupil who
won 1st place in the
Antrim and
Newtownabbey Poster
Competition.

They celebrated her success at a
special prize giving ceremony
where she was presented with a
voucher by the Mayor. In addition,
the school was presented with a
new iPad to enhance our digital
studies.
All pupils are engaging in
Neuronimo - a children’s mental
and physical health programme,
delivered by a children’s charity
called Reverse the Trend
Foundation. The aim of the
initiative is to promote mental
wellness. Pupils complete short,
fun, goal-orientated tasks to
enhance their knowledge of how
their brain works.
This month staff and pupils said a
fond farewell to Mrs Christine
O’Neill. Christine was dinner lady
in the school kitchen for 19 years,
catering for several generations of
Moneynick pupils with a warm and
welcoming smile. They pray that
God will guide and protect her on
her new path and we wish her a
holy and happy retirement.
Moneynick PS are planning once
again to present a Christmas
performance and interactive Open
Day.
View www.moneynickps.com for
upcoming dates and fun-filled
festive activities.

T

he P1 children have settled well
into school life. They have been
finding out about Nursery Rhymes
and have had lots of fun using the
new outdoor equipment at Maine.
The children celebrated Harvest by
dressing up as Scarecrows and
performing a song which the parents
got the opportunity to see on
SeeSaw. They all looked very cute,
and I am sure there were lots of
proud parents.
In August the staff trained in Toe by
Toe which is a dyslexia friendly
reading programme. The teachers
were also given the opportunity to
train in the Solihull Approach which
will be used with pupils and parents.
This is part of our Covid recovery
programme.
Primary 5/6 and Primary 6/7 were
delighted to welcome the GAA coach
back to school. It is lovely to be able
to take part in sporting activities.
The pupils take part in the sessions
every Thursday morning and fingers
crossed it is only a matter of time
before the children can play a
match.

This year Anne McErlane visited
Maine and worked with the teachers
to revise the World Around Us
topics. The children are very excited
about their new topics.
They finished the half-term with a
well- deserved Halloween Party after
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SCHOOL NEWS
Maine IPS

Groggan Primary School

all the hard work during the last
number of weeks. There was a
prize for the best costume in each
class. The parents and pupils put
lots of effort into their costumes
and it was a difficult decision in
each class.

roggan PS have had a great
start to the new term. It was so good
to welcome their pupils - new and
old back to school. They have been
very busy with lots of hard work, but
they still found time for fun and
outdoor play.
In August, staff had training in their
new Cross Curricular Orienteering
programme, along with Fourtowns
and Dunclug Primary Schools. They
are the only schools in Northern
Ireland to have the programme in
place. The children love taking part
and are learning new skills along
with reinforcing their Literacy and
Numeracy knowledge, all in a fun
and active way.
Their new Primary 1 pupils have
settled in so well and just love taking
part in all the fun activities they have
planned for them. They particularly
love getting outside to their Outdoor
Classroom and having great fun on
Welly Wednesdays.
They had a very special day to
launch their Take 5 Steps to
Wellbeing programme, which
focuses on their children’s mental
wealth. They took part in lots of fun
activities, sport, music, art and
outdoor lessons. They all planted
daffodil bulbs and planted an apple
tree in recognition of all of those
who worked tirelessly throughout
the last eighteen months looking
after everyone in the NHS and social
care. Some of the pupils who have
parents in this line of work helped to
plant the tree.

They are now preparing for our
Open Virtual Morning on Saturday
4th December at 10.00am.
Please do not hesitate to contact
the school for a visit.

G

They were delighted to welcome the
Education Minister, Ms Michelle
McIlveen MLA to Groggan. She kindly
spent time in each class and
observed learning first hand. She
had great fun in their Outdoor
Classroom with their Primary 1/2
pupils and took part in a questionand-answer session with the Primary
6/7 pupils. She loved Ryan’s
question, ‘Could you make a new law
to ban homework?’

They finished Term 1a with a very
successful Maths week with the
children taking part in lots of
Numeracy activities and a super
Number Day on Friday when they all
came to school dressed in numbers!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
COMMUNITY ADVICE —
ANTRIM & NEWTOWNABBEY
Community Advice—Antrim and
Newtownabbey usually hold a
weekly outreach session in
ARCHES Community Hall. Due to
Covid-19 restrictions, this service
is not currently available.
However, they can still be reached
by calling 028 9590 6505 or
emailing advice@advicean.com
Through this service you can get
free and confidential advice on a
wide range of issues including:Welfare Benefits, Money and Debt
problems, Tax and Housing,
among others.

JAM STORE FOOD BANK
Randalstown Rugby Club continue
to be a central hub for the Jam
Store Food bank donations each
month.

Any donations are greatly
appreciated as they help make a
difference. Please consider
donating food, toiletries and
financially where possible to help
provide some relief for those
struggling, especially with the
ongoing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Tidy Randalstown
It has been a summer full of
awards again for Tidy
Randalstown. They won first prize
in the Small Town category in the
Translink Ulster in Bloom
competitions for the fourth time
running!
Tte award for the best Translink
display went to the bed on the
Station Road.
Congratulations also to Tidy
Randalstown Chairperson (and
Arches board member) Helen
Boyd was named Community
Champion in recognition of her
leadership and dedication over
many years.

Keep an eye on Randalstown
Rugby Club’s social media for
upcoming collection dates.

A BOOST FOR KEARNEYS
Congratualtions to Kearney's who
recently won the Boost Drinks
'Retailer Hall Of Fame' Award.
Very well deserved!

TIR NA NOG & KICKHAMS CREGGAN
Congratulations to both of our local
clubs.

Tidy Randalstown also won two
“outstanding“ accolades in the
Royal Horticultural Society‘s
Community Awards.
They submitted entries in two
categories, Planting with Purpose,
and Cultivating Your Community.
Of the 118 entries received, 21
were judged outstanding and two
of those came from Tidy
Randalstown!
A wonderful tribute to the hard
work and commitment of all the
Tidy Randalstown volunteers and
the people of Randalstown.

Tir Na nOg recently won the Antrim
intermediate championship congratulations!
Kickhams Creggan senior
footballers beat Cargin and are now
through to the County Final next
weekend - good luck!
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
General Knowledge
1. What writer was responisble for the creation of "Dracula?"
2. What is a common misconception about Frankenstein?
3. Some traditions believe that a vampire cannot enter your home unless you...?
4. What purpose were Jack-o'-lanterns believed to serve?
5. What'll happen to days as we approach winter?
6. What Halloween song topped the US charts in 1962?
7. What famous magician died on Halloween?
8. Whos ghost did Winston Churchill reportedly see?
9. What is the word Halloween shortened from?
10. Historically what were Jack-o-lanterns once carved from?

Word Search
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
Crossword

Across

Down

4.Trick or _____? 5
8.has a habbit of burying nuts. 8
10.A game played with fallen chestnuts. 7
11.Often worn during Halloween. 7
14.Somebody who couldn't pass on. 5
15.Transforms under a full moon. 8
16.animals are preparing to _________ for the
coming winter. 9
17.A zombie's favorite food. 5
18.A _______ House. 7

1.litters the ground this time of year. 6
2.An German festival held in Autumn. 11
3.Another word for Autumn. 4
5.These trees don't lose their leaves. 9
6.This fruit is often carved. 7
7.Children return with a bag full. 6
9.The Headless ________. 7
11.______ coated apples. 9
12.Repels vampires. 6
13.Placed to frighten birds away.
15.Often found brewing potions. 5
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
Dingbats - Films

Spot The Difference
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
ISUUE 95 ANSWERS
Crossword

Cryptography
1. Stay Hydrated
2. Basking in the sun
3. Relaxing in the shade

General Knowledge
1. Rip Current
2. Sirius
3. Heat stroke
4. The Godess Juno, and emperors
Julius Caesar and Augustus
5. Our hemisphere is tilted the
furthest towards the sun
6. It reflects ultraviolet light from
the sun
7. December
8. Cancer, Leo and Virgo.

Dingbats
1. Costs an arm and a leg

8. Painless operation

15. Hang in there

2. Long odds

9. Merry-go-round

16. Wait on hand and foot

3. Beauty is only skin deep

10. Tea Party

17. International red cross

4. Blind corner

11. Forgive and forget

18. Breathing space

5. Split ends

12. Common cold

19. Wise after the event

6. High maintenance

13. Lost generation

20. Fill in the gaps

7. Back to the future

14. United States
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