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ARCHES NEWS

I

t's that time of year again, the
days are getting shorter and the
brisk chill of winter is making her
presence felt.
At ARCHES office, we are still
following government guidance
and working from home.
We have however been working as
hard as Buddy the Elf along with
Antrim and Newtownabbey
Borough Council to help with the
organisation of the school choirs
for the annual Christmas Lights
switch on. We hope you were all
able to join us for the cold
evening. As we write this, we are
still defrosting! Thank you to all
the school choirs who came along
to sing and to everyone who came
out to volunteer to help us—it
simply wouldn't be possible
without you all.

If you missed Randalstown's
Christmas lights switch on, it can
be viewed on Antrim &
Newtownabbey's Youtube and
Facebook pages.
There was amazing festive music
from Maine Integrated Primary
School and Central Primary
School, an exciting pantomime
performance by children’s magical
storyteller - Mr Hullabaloo and
Friends, Doogan Dance Academy,
the Ballyduff Silver Band and lots
more which lead up to the big
switch on itself.

A huge congratulations to the
winners of our school colouring
competition. Some amazing
artwork was submitted and it
made the judging very difficult. We
personally think it went really well,
but maybe we’re biased!
Our AGM was held on 15th
November 2021 in Arches
Community Hall, held in line with
public health guidance on
physical distancing; and in
compliance with the current rules
for holding AGMs.
A huge thanks to everyone who
turned up and supported this
event.
Now it just remains for all of us
here at ARCHES to wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Prosperous 2022!
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SCHOOL NEWS
Groggan PS

G

roggan Primary School pupils
have been very busy this term.
Primary 1-4 have been taking part in
an Education Authority programme
called Musical Pathways, with their
Shared Education school,
Millquarter. The children join in
virtually each Monday and are
learning all about instruments,
singing and having fun together with
their friends at Millquarter.
The Primary5/6 pupils have
completed their Poetry in Motion
project and working with Maura
their real-life poet has helped them
produce some excellent poetry.
They are disappointed that she
couldn't be with them in person, but
the children have learned so much
from her and in turn they taught her
all about online collaboration!

Primary 6/7 and Primary 5/6 took
part in sessions with the Education
Officer at Stormont, learning all
about how our government works
and how this knowledge can help
their school Council.
Primary 6/7 took part in a
worthwhile question-and-answer
session online with Jim Allister MLA
and in person with Trevor Clarke
MLA, who is one of our Governors.
They thank both Mr Allister and Mr
Clarke for their time.

In November, two Groggan PS pupils
proudly represented the school at
the annual Act of Remembrance in
Randalstown.

Currently the school is a hive of
Christmas activity with rehearsals
for Christmas Plays with angels and
shepherds wandering the corridors
to the sound of Christmas singing.
Unfortunately, they cannot have
their friends and families from
Groggan in the school this year but
will be sharing the plays online.
Everyone at Groggan Primary School
would like to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Randalstown Central PS

C

entral PS have been able to
continue their journey back to some
sort of normality by keeping their
Covid-19 Rules and Procedures as
strict as possible.
Thanks to the children and parents
adhering to those rules, they have
been able to slowly reintroduce
many of their normal activities.
The school reverted to their normal
home-times in September and the
After-School Clubs were
reintroduced.
This term they were able to offer
Sport, Drama and Wellbeing clubs,
as well as Art, Computer and

Transfer Club within the safety of
individual class bubbles or groups.
They were also able to run their
Open Day in early December, with a
large number of prospective pupils
joining them for a ‘Breakfast with
Santa’. They enjoyed lots of
activities, such as a story from Mrs
Claus, a Bouncy Castle Snow Globe
as well as meeting Santa…socially
distanced, of course !

They were also able to run their
Christmas Shows, with ‘masked’
parents re-joining them in school for
the first time in nearly two years,
and separate performances for each
year-group, with socially distanced
seating.

They look forward to the New Year,
and hope that it allows them to
continue to reopen a little more.
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SCHOOL NEWS
Moneynick PS

T

o help raise awareness at the
beginning of 'Anti-Bullying Week' all
the children celebrated with Odd
Socks Day. Throughout the week
each class took part in a range of
activities through the Personal
Development & Mutual
Understanding (PDMU) curriculum.
The theme and key message the
children explored was 'One Kind
Word'. Pupils made a small pocket
message for a friend or family
member to thank them for their
kind words or actions.

At Moneynick Primary School they
enhance and develop the talents of
all pupils. They are delighted to
announce that 1st Place in the 1114 category of the Credit Union
Competition was awarded to one of
their talented Primary 7 pupils. Her
poster will progress to the next
Chapter of the competition. They
wish her every success.

Primary 4 and 5 have been exploring
coding using beebots, Scratch and
Turtle. They are learning to use
coding vocabulary e.g. loop,
command and debug. Coding also
allows the development of ‘Thinking
Skills and Personal Capabilities’
essential

elements of the ICT curriculum.

They extend their thanks to all the
pupils, parents and staff of
Moneynick PS, for their generosity
to the Sustrans Foodbank Christmas
Appeal. They were absolutely blown
away by the amount of food
donated – over 120kgs! This food
will go a long way to help support
local families in need at this time of
the year.

As part of their Shared Education
Partnership, the P4 pupils joined
forces with the pupils in Duneane to
give back to the local community.
The pupils were involved in litter
picking and helping to care for the
area in Toomebridge. They would
like to thank Tidal Toome for their
support in organising this and
future events.

Another great evening of fun was
had at their Annual Popcorn Party.
They toasted marshmallows around
the camp fire,

played traditional party games,
embraced the dark and even
managed to finish with a movie.

They wore bright reflective clothing
to school on ‘Ditch the Dark’ day to
highlight the importance of road
safety during the dark winter
months.

They extend a massive thank you to
Moyola and Toome Credit Union Ltd
for their generous contribution
towards their new nativity scene.
Their new nativity scene will adorn
the front of our school for many
years and is the beginning of a new
tradition for the pupils and staff of
Moneynick Primary School.

Primary School Admissions
September 2022
The Primary School portal for
Primary 1 admissions opens on
Monday 10 January 2022.
If you wish to visit Moneynick PS,
please contact the school office on
02879650331 for a private
appointment.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
COMMUNITY ADVICE —
ANTRIM & NEWTOWNABBEY
Community Advice—Antrim and
Newtownabbey usually hold a
weekly outreach session in
ARCHES Community Hall. Due to
Covid-19 restrictions, this service
is not currently available.
However, they can still be reached
by calling 028 9590 6505 or
emailing advice@advicean.com
Through this service you can get
free and confidential advice on a
wide range of issues including:
Welfare Benefits, Money and Debt
problems, Tax and Housing,
among others.

MENTAL HEALTH
Winter and Christmas in particular
can be a difficult time of year for
many people.
We ask everyone to please check
in on your friends and family, even
if it is a simple call or text - it can
make a difference.
Help is always available.
A full list of helplines available in
Northern Ireland can be found at
https://helplinesni.com/

JAM STORE FOOD BANK

AVIAN INFLUENZA

Randalstown Rugby Club and the
Jam Store send their thanks to
everyone who donated to their
Christmas collection at the end of
November.

The PHA is reminding the public
not to touch dead birds.
The reminder comes following
DAERA’s announcement about the
presence of Avian Influenza in two
wild birds retrieved from the
Belfast Waterworks site earlier this
week.
Human infections with avian
influenza are rare. However you
should follow the advice to
prevent any other risks to your
health.
For further information on what to
do if you find a dead bird see
DAERA website:(daera-ni.gov.uk)

These donations are massively
appreciated and are helping make
a difference to those who need it
most.
Keep an eye on Facebook for
upcoming donation dates.

ST. MACNISSI CHRISTMAS
DINNER
A group of St MacNissi parishioners
are planning to deliver Christmas
dinners to households in the
Randalstown Area.
A dinner can be provided for people
who live alone, are unable to cook or
need help at this time.
If you would like a dinner please
contact Mrs. Toal on 07761 226892.
Booking ends on 23rd December.

RANDALSTOWN MEDICAL
PRACTICE COVID BOOSTER
CLINIC
Dates continue to be added to the
Covid Booster Clinic.
If you are a patient of the practice
and are due your covid booster
vaccine please contact the surgery to
arrange a suitable time.
Any questions please contact the
surgery directly on 028 94472575
or 07902198707 / 07902198701

Supported by SVDP, Local Shops,
Schools & Parishioners of St.
MacNissi church.
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
General Knowledge
1. What Disney character was partially based on "A Christmas Carole"?
2. Why do we salt the roads during winter?
3. What gifts did the Three Wise Men bear?
4. Whilst we often have turkey during Christmas, when do Americans often have it?
5. Why is thin ice so dangerous to fall through?
6. What figure used to accompany Saint Nicholas to punish misbehaving children?
7. What festive drink originally came from the United Kingdom?
8. In what country is it tradional to eat KFC during christmas?
9. Where did the modern christmas tree originate?
10. Before we used turkey what was the traditional English Christmas dinner?

Word Search
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
1

Crossword
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Across

Down

5. A thin layer of ice. 5
8. Keeps your hands warm. 7
9. Frequently thrown during winter. 8
10. If it snows it's a _____ Christmas. 5
11. Used as a crib for Jesus. 6
12. Pastries filled with fruit and spices. 5 3
13. Similar to surfing. 12
16. Spherical decorations. 7
18. A skin injury from low temperatures. 9
19. Often kissed under. 9
20. Santa's toy makers. 5

1. An iconic Christian image. 5
2. A severe snow storm. 8
3. A decorative ring made of plants. 6
4. An iconic snowman. 6
6. A sock used to store presents. 8
7. A snack for Santa. 4 3 7
14. Where Santa lives. 5 4
15. Jesus' hometown. 8
17. The Lord's messengers. 5
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
Dingbats
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
ISUUE 96 ANSWERS
Word Search

Dingbats
1. Scarface
2. Kill Bill
3. Borat
4. Wargames
5. Casino (Simple as that)
6. Stand By Me
7. Hotshots
8. Sapceballs
9. Jurassic Park
10. The Fifth Element
11. Jackie Brown
12. Money Train

Crossword
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
ISUUE 96 ANSWERS
Spot the Difference

General Knowledge
1. Bram Stoker
2. Frankenstein is the name of the creator
3. Invite them
4. Warding off evil spirits
5. They'll get shorter
6. Monster Mash
7. Harry Houdini
8. Abraham Lincoln
9. All Hallows' Eve
10. Turnips

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

From everyone at Randalstown Arches Association
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