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ARCHES NEWS

Randalstown ARCHES Association
are proud to say we have again
been awarded funding from St
Anne’s Cathedral – Black Santa Sit
Out Appeal.
The annual Black Santa Sit-out for
charities, founded by Dean Sammy
Crooks in 1976, takes place on the
steps of St Anne's the week before
Christmas. Now in its 43rd year,
the Black Santa Annual Sit-Out
reaches over 500 charities across
Northern Ireland each year. This
year they raised £10,000!
Funds were awarded to charities
at the Good Samaritans Service on
Sunday 6th February 2022. Ergnat
McLaughlin, Caretaker for
Randalstown ARCHES Association
attended the service and was
presented with a cheque for
£450.00. The money will go
towards the ‘Well Hello’ – Monday
over 50’s Club.

The senior’s wellbeing project was
initiated to encourage the
community to play a pro-active
role in getting people together and
reducing social isolation amongst
those at risk, focusing on older
people and to encourage healthier
lifestyle choices. The aim of the
project is to encourage
participation, motivating people to
not only get out and about but
also participate when they meetwith the group- in a range of
educational and social activities
geared towards tackling issues
facing over 50’s, and social
isolation in the community.
Randalstown ARCHES Association
would like to thank all those who
donated during the Black Santa –
Sit Out appeal in December and
the Dean of St Anne’s Cathedral,
the Very Rev Stephen Forde for his
efforts to help as many charities
as possible.

Due to Covid-19, Arches Festival
hasn't ran any in person events
since 2019. We do hope to run a
limited Festival this year with a
mix of virtual and in person
events. Provisionally, we hope that
this will run over the week of 20th
to 26th June.
Any suggestions for new events or
improving current events will be
most welcome, however, we would
remind you that to make ideas
work it often involves additional
manpower, so we would be very
grateful if you not only make
suggestions but contribute where
possible to implement them.
The full 2022 Festival program will
be available in Arches Outlook Issue 99 - Summer 2022.
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SCHOOL NEWS
Duneane PS
The start of 2022 has been another
busy one for Duneane. In January
they focused on preparing the
contents for a Time Capsule to mark
the Northern Ireland Centenary. The
pupils worked together to learn
about what a Time Capsule is and to
decide what should go into our Time
Capsule. The Time Capsule will be
buried in the school garden, ready
to be unearthed in 100 years time!

This event is open to everyone
within the locality and they would
like to invite everyone to join them
as they celebrate this important
milestone.
Please follow their social media
accounts or visit their school
website to keep up-to-date with all
of their events and news.

On Thursday 3rd March they
celebrated World Book Day. It was
great to see all of the children's
fantastic costumes and hear them
talk about their favourite books with
such enthusiasm. They send a
special thanks to Mrs Dalrymple and
the P6/7 class for setting up the
'Maine Integrated Primary School
Book Shop', where the children
could bring in an old book and swap
it for a new one, a fantastic idea !

This term they have also held some
annual weeks where they focus their
learning on a particular area. These
have included safety, Literacy,
Numeracy.

Maine IPS
This year they also participated in
the Autism NI Superhero week to
raise awareness and understanding
as to what Autism is.

Last term the children were very
lucky to all have a session with a
gymnastics coach in school. All of
the boys and girls thoroughly
enjoyed learning different
movements and skills during the
session.

On Thursday 10th March the girls
hockey team attended the hockey
blitz at Ballymena Academy. The
girls scored some beautiful goals
and played some fantastic hockey to
win the blitz, well done girls !

On 4th February they celebrated
NSPCC Number Day in school. The
children engaged in lots of fun-filled
number activities in their classes
and were able to come to school
dressed up as something to do with
numbers.
As we move towards Easter they are
looking forward to a Holiday Bible
Club with Christina Logan and their
annual Eco Week.
With 2022 being Her Majesty the
Queen’s Silver Jubilee they are
planning a community Street Party
on Friday 27th May at 6 p.m.
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SCHOOL NEWS
Moneynick PS
Pupils explored their school grounds
to complete the Big Schools Bird
Watch. It gave them the pleasure of
both listening to the birds and
naming local species. They are
moving towards the renewal of their
Green Flag and hope to achieve
their RSPB Wild Challenge Bronze
Award which is an enriching,
creative and a great way to enable
pupils to apply curriculum
knowledge and skills.

Their eco-warriors met Gareth
Lambert from Keep Northern
Ireland Beautiful. They were proud
to show him around the school and
discuss their vision for outdoor
learning. He was very impressed
with their waste management
strategies and plans for the
development of the outdoor space.

Moneynick PS recently received
£11,500 through the Live Here, Love
Here Rural Community Pollinators
Grant to support their outdoor
learning. P4-5 have recorded a
sample of minibeasts currently
residing in their school grounds.
During the next few months they
aim to encourage bird, bugs and
beasts to pollinate our local habitat.
Joanna from RSPB will be back
during April to help them complete
their official Big Bug Hunt.

Outdoor Learning is a key area on
their School Development Plan.
Outdoor Learning experiences
provides their children with
opportunities:
·To connect with the natural world;
·To gain first hand experiences of
life and growth;
·For creativity and imagination;
·For problem solving and critical
thinking;
·To explore and develop socially and
·To Improve fitness and physical
development.

New play areas have been added to
their outdoor space. Loose parts are
extra-large pieces of junk art. Pupils
can create pictures or structures
and work together to problem solve
to make their final masterpiece.
They are looking forward to
developing more play zones in
consultation with Playboard NI.

Relax Kids aims to give children
access to many simple, yet effective
techniques for relaxation,
mindfulness and stress
management - developed and
delivered in a fun and creative way.
Moneynick PS's mission is to give
children and young people the tools
they need to help them manage
stress and anxiety and to be more
resourceful when facing the
challenges of daily life.

P4-7 pupils had the opportunity to
find out about the new Anti-Bullying
Policy. They left the workshop with a
stronger sense of empathy and
understanding of the impacts of
bullying on both themselves and
others.

Multisensory learning is a key
learning strategy in foundation
Stage. This learning style promotes
using activities that appeal to visual,
auditory, kinaesthetic and tactile
senses.

They have taken their
Computational Thinking and Coding
to a new level with their recently
purchased Sphero SPRK+ and mini
spheros. P6-7 enhanced their coding
skills, working in groups to
programme spheros around an
obstacle course.

If you wish to find out more about
Moneynick PS school please visit
their website at
www.moneynickps.com or contact
the school office at 02879650331.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
COMMUNITY ADVICE —
ANTRIM & NEWTOWNABBEY
Community Advice—Antrim and
Newtownabbey usually hold a
weekly outreach session in
ARCHES Community Hall. Due to
Covid-19 restrictions, this service
is not currently available.
However, they can still be reached
by calling 028 9590 6505 or
emailing advice@advicean.com
Through this service you can get
free and confidential advice on a
wide range of issues including:
Welfare Benefits, Money and Debt
problems, Tax and Housing,
among others.

JAM STORE FOOD BANK

DUNEANE PS JUBILEE PARTY

Randalstown Rugby Club and the
Jam Store send their thanks to
everyone who have made donations
over the past few years which have
been extremly difficult for many
people.

With 2022 being Her Majesty the
Queen’s Silver Jubilee, Duneane PS
are planning a community Street
Party on Friday 27th May at 6 p.m.
This event is open to everyone
within the locality and they would
like to invite everyone to join them
as they celebrate this important
milestone.
Please follow their social media
accounts or visit their school
website to keep up-to-date with all
of their events and news.

These donations are massively
appreciated and are helping make
a difference to those who need it
most.
Keep an eye on Facebook for
upcoming donation dates.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tidy Randalstown
A message to Arches Outlook from
Tidy Randalstown:
A busy year ahead in this amazing
town.
Tidy Randalstown would like to say
thank you to everyone in the town
and further afield who encourage
the group to press on with its efforts
to
* make Randalstown a great place to
live or to visit
* increase community involvement
across the generations and so build
civic pride
* raise funds to finance town
improvement
* encourage everyone to make ‘their
space’, whether it is a footpath,
garden, shop front or dwelling, look
great within the whole scheme in
the town or on an approach road.

more you can do this year to give it
an extra wow. It would be great to
see a similar flurry of activity to
what was witnessed last year.
As a result of everyone's efforts we
are already well known for our high
standards of presentation and our
great community spirit. We have
caught the eye of many an
environmental or civic pride judge,
resulting in numerous accolades in
the past twelve months, not least
our recent success in having the
Viaduct selected as the location for
one of four new Community
Gardens across the UK to be gifted
by the Royal Horticultural Society.
More on that over the coming weeks
and months!

We also have two new community/
environmental projects
* Young Citizens of the Future
* The Nature Corridor (April
onwards)
* And, of course the exciting Viaduct
Garden project will be getting
underway.
Moving forward as a town there is
much that all of us can do to make
this a year to remember - for all the
right reasons of course! LET'S GO
FOR IT!

You have played your part.

No organisation or group of
volunteers can achieve well in
isolation from the community in
which it is placed. As we maintain
various areas, take on new
community projects and try to
increase our horticultural impact,
many of you have done your utmost
to make the town centre and
approach roads look amazing.
Looking ahead to the summer, we
would ask you to consider what

Along with awards comes widereaching publicity and a growing
curiosity about how we together
have reached this point.
Randalstown is increasingly
perceived by the visiting public as a
well-rounded town with plenty of
opportunities to shop and relax. As
a result our population is growing
with many more people considering
buying property here.
So, what's all the proposed activity
for this year?
In 2022 we are being entered for
* Ulster in Bloom
* Best Kept Small Town
*The Green Flag and
* Britain in Bloom
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
General Knowledge
1. What ancient statue faces the rising sun on the first day of
spring?
2. Why are Kinder Eggs banned in the United States?
3. What did Judas betray Jesus to gain?

8. When are hot cross buns traditionally eaten?
9. Why is it considered good to plant seeds in spring?
10. Who wrote a poem called 'Daffodils'?

4. When and where did the first chocolate easter eggs get made?
5. Who was imprisoned at the same time as Jesus before being
freed?
6. What does the Easter egg represent?
7. What were eggs coloured red to represent?

Crossword

Across
2. the easter bunny was originally a ____. 4
3. an island famous for its rabbit population. 10
4. a tall flower that faces the sun. 9
9. usually used to carry eggs. 6
12. another word for spring onions. 9
14. the most famous Easter Parades are held here. 3, 4
15. the body of jesus was wrapped in this. 5

Down
1.natural disasters most common during spring. 7
5.wildly considered the mascot of Easter. 6 5
6.animal shaped marshmallows sold in the US. 5
7.a rabbit's favorite food. 6
8.this country made the worlds largest easter egg. 5
10. Jesus was betrayed with a ____. 4
11. the most popular chocolate is from _______. 7
13. this bird lays eggs in other bird's nests. 6
15. this flower is associated with Easter. 4
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
Word Search
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
Dingbats

Brain Teasers
1. A man pushes his car to a hotel and tells the owner he’s bankrupt. Why?
2. I left my campsite and hiked south for 3 miles. Then I turned east and hiked for 3 miles.
I then turned north and hiked for 3 miles, at which time I came upon a bear inside my tent
eating my food! What color was the bear?
3. A man stands on one side of a river, his dog on the other. The man calls his dog, who
immediately crosses the river without getting wet and without using a bridge or a boat.
How did the dog do it?
4. A sundial has the fewest moving parts of any timepiece. Which has the most?
5. I am the beginning of sorrow and the end of sickness. You cannot express happiness
without me yet I am in the midst of crosses. I am always in risk yet never in danger. You
may find me in the sun, but I am never out of darkness.
6. A man was walking in the rain. He was in the middle of nowhere. He had nothing and
nowhere to hide. He came home all wet, but not a single hair on his head was wet. Why is
that?

ARCHES OUTLOOK|

10

TRAIN YOUR BRAIN
ISUUE 97 ANSWERS
General Knowledge

Word Search

1. Scrooge McDuck
2. Salt lowers the freezing temperature of water
3. Gold, frankincense and myrrh
4. Thanksgiving
5. Immersion in cold water causes involuntary
inhalation
6. Krampus
7. Eggnog
8. Japan
9. Germany
10. Pig's head and mustard

Crossword
1. Frost
2. Angel
3. Snowball
4. Nazareth
5. Mittens
6. Snowboarding
7. Mince Pie
8. Frostbite
9. Blizzard
10. Wreath
11. Cross
12. North Pole
13. Manger
14. Mistletoe
15. Baubles
16. Elves
17. Stocking
18. White
19. Frosty
20. Milk and cookies

Dingbats
1. Midnight Mass
2. Mixed Nuts
3. Snowball
4. Mince Pies
5. Turkey Leftovers
6. Frankinsense
7. Festive Season
8. White Christmas
9. Peace on Earth
10. Season's Greetings

11. Twelth Night
12. Kisses Under the Mistletoe
13. Opening Presents
14. Wrapping Paper
15. Tinsel
16. Holy Days
17. Noel Noel
18. Presents under the Tree
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